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Greetings from Senior Winona. I am writing this week’s newsletter as we start Red/Gray week. The honors trips have all 
returned with wonderful stories and huge smiles. The trip leaders have done a great job reporting on these adventures. 
Memories were made on mountain summits, granite slabs and picturesque rivers. I hope you enjoy the re-cap of this past 
week.  

It all started with Senior Winona hosting Sunday Service. Uncles Will, Sam S. and Trip directed a Senior Sunday skit which 
focused on resilience, respect and responsibility. Senior thespians Henry Hoffman, Ian Hoffman, Tom Spater, Daniel Squair, 
Aidan Larrabee, Austin Gauggel, Hugh Devine, Finn Wentz, Tanner Roper, Dakin Ebmeyer, Guillaume Kopff and Max 
Jones put on a show deserving of a Tony award. The skit centered around a bizarre body swap that occurred between 
Uncle Spencer (played by Hugh) and an energetic young camper named Moxie (played by Henry). Moxie grows corrupt with 
power and completely changes the camp lifestyle without realizing the damaging effects it has on his campers and staff. 
Luckily, camp counselors extraordinaire Chris Thurber and Chris Thurber (played by Uncles Will and Sam S.) were there to 
analyze the well-intentioned actions of Moxie and indicate where improvements could be made. Once Moxie became 
aware of his mistakes, he and Spencer went through an ordeal, but normalcy ultimately returned to the shores of Moose 
Pond. All the campers involved worked very hard and put on a wonderful show, filled with laughs and lessons, for the rest 
of camp. 

Monday (the last of July) brought the beginning of the end of canoe trips for Senior Winona’s 2019 season. Four days and 
three nights of adventuring in the north Maine woods was exactly what our canoers had in mind. The crew consisted of 
Anthony Weaver, Maxime De Clercq, Tibo Bonte, Jenoup Bol Bol, Max Jones, Kevin McDonald, Lucas Allsopp, Lee Wilson 
and CIT Ben S. Staff included Uncles Ingi, D.Todd and Todd. An early wakeup call put them on the road about 6:30 a.m. Six 
hours later, the boys arrived deep in the forest. When they put the canoes in the river, the counselors didn’t tell the 

paddlers they would begin by paddling upstream. Fortunately, the current was so slight, that it was 
scarcely noticeable and they were on their way to Lobster Lake. The first sign that the river gods had 
blessed them was that the campsite at Ogden Point North was vacant. Tent sites back in the trees 
and a lovely curl of sandy beach marks this beauty. It was with great satisfaction that they settled in 
and pitched tents. Kevin and Max assisted Tibo in preparing chicken quesadillas in the enormous 
skillet. The following day broke clear and hot and they bent to their labors. The boys paddled back 

down the Lobster Lake outlet. They stopped at Thoreau Island where the famous naturalist was said to have camped, ate a 
snack, re-applied sunscreen and pressed on. Their luck held up as they found the two campsites that make up Smith’s 
Halfway House were available. After blazing through a small mountain of bacon, lettuce and tomato sandwiches, the 
campers were happy to play in the cool current of the river for a while. The next day was a highlight of the trip for many 
including Lucas, Ben and Lee. This was the section of the river that included fast water. Though they wished the trip would 
have lasted, the river had to widen out and slow down.   

On Monday, a staunch crew of Winona baseball players, which included Tyler Beliveau, Tom Spater, Jack McGovern, 
Tanner Roper, Buay Koak, Jose Garcia, Charlie Collins, Hugh Devine, Eric Paradis, Jack Bonnefond, Guillaume Kopff and 
Huber Matos-O’Neil took the field at Camp Indian Acres for a tournament. After a nail-biting five innings, which yielded no 
runs for either side, Jack came up to bat with two outs and the game on the line, and hit a line drive single that drove in Eric 
from second, which would eventually be the game-tying run. After defeating the opponent, Winona unfortunately lost 
against Bridgton Sports Camp by an agonizing margin of 5-4. Tom (aka Iron Horse) showed resiliency after he was run into 
at a play at first base, but preceded to shake it off and play the next game. Hugh (aka Lenny) worked hard as the catcher, 
sweating behind home plate every inning and still making some fantastic throws. After securing 2nd place in the tournament, 
the boys were treated to a well deserved ice cream. 

The mountain honors trip ventured to northern Vermont where they would put their best foot forward on the scenic Long 
Trail. Led by Uncles Ned, Dan and Sam, campers Vince Mellet, Daniel Schlumberger, Eli Rountree, Gabe Nigrovic, Baird 
Hruska, Ian Carey and Rieky Bol Rik spent five days in the wilderness enjoying the wonderful beauty of the Green 
Mountains. In those five days, the crew managed to summit nine peaks including the challenging Haystack and Butternut 
Mountain. The trip ended with smiles as the boys enjoyed a cool dip at Deep Hole in Twin Mountain, New Hampshire. For 
the last overnight mountain trip of the summer, it was a wonderful way to wrap up a summer of adventure and excitement 
with a wonderful group.  

This week, Uncles Garrett and PJ along with CIT Ben C. took a group of eleven climbers on the three-day honors rock trip. 
Seniors Finn Wentz, PJ Henwood, Chase Gerber, Thomas Vanden Berghe, Jasper Brun, Luca Brun, Greg Parizhsky, Eathan 
Heath, Austin Gauggel, Ian Hoffman and Taylor Stansfield traveled to North Conway, New Hampshire to throw themselves 
the finest granite climbing east of the Mississippi. Over the course of the three days, the boys climbed at Cathedral and 
Whitehorse Ledges, tackling difficult finger cracks, delicate and technical slab routes, and powerful face climbs. The Staunch 
& True climbers of Senior Winona fought their way to the tops of each route and looked out from the vantage points 
several hundred feet off the ground. In addition to the simple act of climbing, the boys were instructed on the proper use of 
outdoor climbing equipment, how to ascend ropes for rescue situations, and the ways in which they could break into more 
advanced styles of climbing to tackle bigger and better cliffs. Beyond the climbing and technical lessons were campfires, 
delicious and nutritious meals such as banana pancakes from scratch, and a thunderstorm viewed from Uncle PJ ’s family’s 
home front porch. 
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This week, Uncles Garrett and PJ along with CIT Ben C. took a group of eleven climbers on the three-day honors rock 
trip. Seniors Finn Wentz, PJ Henwood, Chase Gerber, Thomas Vanden Berghe, Jasper Brun, Luca Brun, Greg Parizhsky, 
Eathan Heath, Austin Gauggel, Ian Hoffman and Taylor Stansfield traveled to North Conway, New Hampshire to throw 
themselves the finest granite climbing east of the Mississippi. Over the course of the three days, the boys climbed at 
Cathedral and Whitehorse Ledges, tackling difficult finger cracks, delicate and technical slab routes, and powerful face 
climbs. The Staunch & True climbers of Senior Winona fought their way to the tops of each route and looked out from 
the vantage points several hundred feet off the ground. In addition to the simple act of climbing, the boys were instructed 
on the proper use of outdoor climbing equipment, how to ascend ropes for rescue situations, and the ways in which they 
could break into more advanced styles of climbing to tackle bigger and better cliffs. Beyond the climbing and technical 
lessons were campfires, delicious and nutritious meals such as banana pancakes from scratch, and a thunderstorm viewed 
from Uncle PJ’s family’s home front porch. 

This week’s Camp Council found the ingredients to cook a delicious batch of popcorn which complimented the movie 
Jurassic World. The kings of the kernel included: Lucas Sudduth, Dakin Ebmeyer, Jack Bonnefond, Charlie Collins and 
Thibault Azais. 

On Thursday, Winona hosted its annual regatta. Attending was our sister camp, Wyonegonic, along with 
Camp Agawam, Camp Arcadia, Camp Timanous, Camp Wawenock and Camp Wohelo. The day was 
perfect for sailing, perhaps the best all year with strong consistent NW’ly winds. Sailing for Winona from 
the Senior unit were Jack Bonnefond, Nick Griese, Thomas Vanden Berghe, Huber Matos-O’Neil and 
Hugh Devine. Commodore Aunt Jesse coordinated a very successful regatta consisting of 14 races in the 
FJ class and 3 races in Lasers before excessive wind forced the Lasers to withdraw for the remainder of 
the day. Fun was had by all throughout the course of the day with Winona finishing just shy of a 3rd place 
position. 

On Friday, Uncle Sammy accompanied Senior campers Thomas Vanden Berghe and Huber Matos-O’Neil, as well as some 
Intermediate campers, to the final installment of the Agawam Sail Series. There was a lot of anticipation for the day as this 
was the last regatta event of the summer. Despite the hot weather and low winds, the sailors still had fun and gained 
valuable experience in low wind sailing. Although the sailors didn't make the podium for the summer series, they learned a 
great deal about regatta sailing and are already getting excited for next summer. 

As we head into Red/Gray week the Senior boys are working hard to complete activity requirements. This week we had 
several achievements. Earning Full Merit: Dakin Ebmeyer, Jack McGovern, Lee Wilson, Gabe McGarry, Taylor Stansfield, 
Lucas Sudduth, Evan Audette, Jack Bonnefond, Elijah DeHart and Tom Spater. Full Distinctions included: Jack McGovern 
and Aidan Larrabee. 

On Saturday, the soccer team: Tanner Roper, Buay Koak, Rieky Bol Rik, Daniel Schlumberger, Vince 
Mellet, Ian Hoffman, Charlie Collins, Eathan Heath, Thibaut Azais, Jasper Brun, Jack Bonnefond, Pedro 
Luis Angarita and Ben Libby played a match at Camp O-AT-KA. Winona started off with a strong first half. 
Our midfield, consisting of Thibaut, Vince and Jasper were linking passes down to the corner flags where 
our wingers can cross. Winona also had two really close shots just sailing over the crossbar. All the hard 
work paid off though with Vince tipping a shot from the top of the 18 yard box getting by the goalie 
through the bottom left corner. At half time the score was 1-0. Jasper and Daniel rallied the team at half time energizing 
the players for the second half. Energized they were, Winona held possession for a long time, but unfortunately they had 
conceded a goal early on. Score is now 1-1. The Staunch & True Winona players were now more determined than ever to 
regain the lead, but again they had conceded a goal with two minutes left in the half. The final score was 2-1. Our Winona 
soccer players had a lot of fun this season while building skills and experience. 

Red/Gray week officially kicked off on Saturday morning. Red/Gray Biathlon combined running and marksmanship skills. 
The Reds included Lucas Sudduth and Aidan Larrabee and for Grays Taylor Stansfield and Guillaume Kopff. The 
competitors ran 4 laps of 0.5 miles each and shot well. In the end there was only a 3-minute difference between the 
teams. The Grays scored the victory and both teams demonstrated excellent sportsmanship. 

Red/Gray mountains bikers Tanner Roper, Kekoa Brown, Marco Zulueta Bergaz and Alex Lowe competed by racing 
down the north trail. The trail is long and technical, the perfect venue for a great race. The Grays out-pedaled the Reds 
adding a second victory on the first day.  

It is a quiet Saturday night as I finish this newsletter. The tent line is getting ready for bed. The wake up bell tomorrow 
morning will signal the start of a full week of Red/Gray events beginning with the annual George Sudduth Memorial Road 
Race. Soon I will be writing to you with highlights of Laser Tag, Treasure Hunt, Beach Day, Great Relay, Sr. Circus and 
Playday.  

Brix Brax, 

Uncle Jeffrey “Bubba” Dropkin (1983-1986, 2002-2019) 

The BAT 2015 

Senior Unit Director 

Caretaker of Bailey, happy Chocolate Lab & Tripper the cat 


