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Greetings from Senior Winona! It’s been a very busy week here on The Shores. As you read I’m sure you will be 
impressed with the amount of activities and trips offered this week. So, here’s a look at this past week in Senior 
Winona: 

Our new to Winona Seniors learned their Winona color and tribe in a raucous back steps assembly. Girin Boyer Zutshi 
is a Gray & Ojibway, Jasper Brun is a Gray & Mohawk, Luka Brun is a Gray & Ojibway, Gregory Parizhsky is a Gray & 
Seneca and Marco Zulueta Bergaz is a Gray & Ojibway.  

Later at Sunday Service we officially welcomed our Second session campers. A summary of Red/Gray and tribal 
standings was also mentioned. In Red/Gray competition the First session results saw the Reds dominating most 
Evening Programs (EPs). Leading the Reds is Captain Max Jones with Lieutenants Rieky Bol Rik and Ian Hoffman. The 
Grays Captain is Kevin McDonald with Lieutenants Jose Garcia and Maxime De Clercq. In tribal activity, the action 
has mostly occurred during assemblies with the tribes trying to take advantage of double point Tuesdays. The 
Mohawk Chief is Charlie Collins and Sub-Chiefs PJ Henwood and Daniel Schlumberger. The Ojibway Chief is Vince 
Mellet and the Sub-Chiefs are Jack Bonnefond and Eli Rountree. The Senecas are led by Chief Eathan Heath and  
Sub-Chiefs Lee Wilson and Sam Potter. The Delaware tribe has Chief Lucas Sudduth and Sub-Chiefs Ian Carey and 
Buay Koak. Good luck to all the leaders and their teams! 

On Monday morning, five of the Staunchest & Truest Senior campers arrived at Junior Maine Guide 
(JMG) Testing Camp for five days. Winona is one of the founders of the JMG program founded in 1937 
to train future trip leaders.  Lucas Allsopp, Lucas Sudduth, Rieky Bol Rik, Tibo Bonte and Eli Shifrin 
represented Winona this season. Preparing for testing camp is quite intense. Our Winona candidates 
committed themselves in the First session to daily classes in a variety of outdoor living skills. At Testing 
Camp the candidates are tested on various skills. Examples include; first aid, topographical maps, tree 

identifying, compass, axe and campfire building. The days are very busy and good time management is a necessity. 
Group encampment is also a test where the candidates are judged on teamwork versus individual skills. The 
candidates prepare every meal together, serve the Registered Maine Guide examiners, wash their dishes and present 
a clean, organized campsite. The examiners were very complimentary of our young mens’ manners, attitudes and their 
culinary prowess. In fact, most examiners requested seconds! These future canoe and mountain trip leaders should be 
proud of their hard work. They are exemplary representatives of Winona and we are most certainly proud of them. 

On Monday Uncles Dan and Jay led Jose Garcia, Vince Mellet, Daniel Schlumberger, Tanner Roper, Jenoup Bol Bol, 
Gabe Nigrovic, Eli Rountree and Colin Mandl-Ciolek up to the peaks of Cannon Mountain. The hikers utilized the 
Kinsman Ridge Trail to summit where the boys enjoyed spectacular views of Franconia Notch in New Hampshire. The 
day ended with some rain showers and ice-cold soda to help cool off the day. Our Second session mountain trips are 
off to a good start and we are excited to see more Seniors on upcoming adventures. 

In a rare evening match, Senior Winona visited Camp Wigwam on Monday for a volleyball match. Coach                    

Uncle P. Stephan believes this match may be the highlight-sporting event of the summer. Although Winona only had 

three practices, Huber Matos-O’Neil, Eric Paradis, Thibaut Azais, Nick Griese, Luca Depolla, Charlie Collins, Ian 

Hoffman, Buay Koak, Max Jones and Dakin Ebmeyer were ready for the challenge. The game started off a little slow, 

but eventually all the players found proper footing. The match saw each side scoring left, right and center. Winona 

eventually won the first match 25-24 with a beautiful service from Luca. In the second match, the 

hosting team attacked with aerial bombardments on every serve. Winona had to rally to get back into 

the game. Eric, Nick and Dakin served well, eventually tying the score 10-10. After the comeback 

Winona had the ball rolling. Bump, set, spike is a key fundamental to volleyball, except Buay found his 

weapon with a few booming spikes. Winona won the match and the boys look forward to more 

volleyball opportunities on their court.  

Deep in the north Maine woods lies Richardson Lake, one of the crown jewels of the Rangeley lakes. A plucky band of 
Winona Seniors departed to discover some of its charm. Not far from the put-in spots for Cupsuptic and 
Mooselookmeguntic, the band set out. Uncles D. Todd and Ingi led Thibaut Azais, Marco Zulueta Bergaz, Evan 
Audette, Dakin Ebmeyer, Ellis Thompson, Jack McGovern, Riley Gale, Luka Brun, Gus Kolva and Henry Hoffman. The 
boys headed south, paddling for several miles arriving at last to the campsite known as Half Moon Cove, one of the 
most beautiful spots in the Rangeleys. Because of the lack of underbrush and the point of land that it’s on, campers 
are treated to a view of more than 200 degrees. What a magnificent spot to cook a big chicken stir-fry over the fire in 
a very large steel fry-pan that we call the “man pan”.  For dessert they baked a cake in the cast iron Dutch oven. The 
night turned clear & chilly and they were glad to zip up their sleeping bags! The following day’s paddle brought them 
to Big Beaver Island. Some might say that there was a shortage of tent-sites that doesn’t involve roots, rocks or both. 
However, no discouraging words were heard as some had brought their hammocks. Evan, Dakin, Ellis, Jack, Riley, 
Luka, Gus and Henry created what appeared to be a massive spider’s lair. They baked cornbread in the Dutch oven 
and served it with chili. Camping fosters conversation and a good number of our guys talked late into the night. On 
the final day, the boys paddled around a privately owned island with a beautiful old lodge and outbuildings, then to 
the take-out and back to camp. 

(over for more news!) 
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Editors Note: Your son’s unit’s weekly Newsletter may also be accessed online: http://winonacamps.com/welcome-parents/unit-newsletters. Please note 

that in the weekly unit Newsletters, we focus primarily on out-of-camp trips and sporting competitions which are just a small part of the entire program 

here at Winona.  

You can find current photos of Winona by visiting us on our Facebook page (Winona Camps – Maine), Instagram  (winonacampsmaine) or our Bunk1 site. 

  

On Tuesday, technical rock climbers; Thomas Vanden Berghe, Jack Bonnefond, Jasper Brun, Luca Brun, Greg 
Parizhsky, Collin Bevin and Anthony Weaver travelled to Jockey Cap in Fryeburg. Intermittent rain showers 
couldn’t change the positive spirits of Senior Winona’s finest climbers. Led by Uncles PJ and Garrett, the boys 
preserved against the wet rock and the cracks seeping water to top-out to beautiful views of sunny skies.  

On Tuesday, Sam Marwill, Tom Spater, Sam Potter, Hugh Devine and Finn Wentz travelled to Limington and Steep 
Falls. They started at Steep falls working on ferry gliding and even gave Sam P. and Sam M. the opportunity to run 
the waterfall in a kayak! Kayak lessons included fine-tuning the skills of edging and how to use a throw bag. The 
boys broke for lunch and made chicken fajitas. In the afternoon session, they paddled down to Limington where the 
kayakers were able surf waves. It was a great day on the water. 

Senior’s Camp Council this week included; Guillaume Kopff, Buay Koak, Luca Depolla and Eathan Heath. The 
Council made a delightful batch of popcorn to go along with this weeks’ feature, Captain Marvel. 

On Wednesday, Senior mountain trippers embarked on a one night overnight to rocky Mount Adams. Uncles Dan, 
Sammy and PJ led Baird Hruska, Eli Rountree, Finn Wentz, Gabe Nigrovic, Tanner Roper, Tom Spater, Vince Mellet 
and Max Slayton up the steep Airline Trail and were happily surprised by the wonderful views of Kings Ravine and 
Mount Washington. For dinner the crew enjoyed delicious steak quesadillas. The weather was perfect to spend the 
night under the bountiful summer sky filled with stars.  

Wednesday morning, the basketball players of Senior Winona travelled to Camp O-AT-KA. Greg Parizhsky was 
amazing board man “board man gets paid”. Buay Koak, Max Jones and Charlie Collins helped the 
team get points on the board but also found the open man to get the easy bucket. On defense Luca 
Depolla, Colton Love, Jose Garcia, Alex Lowe and Eric Paradis kept the man and ball in front and 
did a great job stopping the other team from scoring. Daniel Schlumberger, Gabriel McGarry and 
Huber Matos-O’Neil did a great job on both sides of the ball and helped the team come out with a 
victory.  

On Thursday, the Senior whitewater kayaking program took their final day-trip of the summer to 
Limington/Steep Fall. Seniors Jasper Brun, Miles Gardner Berg, Jose Garcia, Sam Potter and Ian Hoffman worked 
with Uncles Chris and Ben on ferry gliding, throw lines and defensive swimming. Before heading down to 
Limington, Jasper and Sam were given the opportunity to run the waterfall, which they thoroughly enjoyed. After 
lunch the kayakers headed downstream and paddled the lower half of Saco River. On the lower river running the 
boys maneuvered their boats twice and worked on their river skills.  

On Thursday, Uncles Tucker and Garrett took Greg Parizhsky, Nick Griese, PJ Henwood, Chase Gerber, Gabe 
McGarry and Taylor Stansfield to Lost Horizons cliffs. They set up four climbs: a 5.4, 5.7, 5.10, and 5.11 all of which 
challenged the campers and their crack climbing skills. Both Inty and Senior campers challenged themselves and 
greatly improved their climbing skills. After a long day of climbing, they were rewarded with a fun swim in the Swift 
River before heading back to camp extremely satisfied. 

Our sailing team went to Camp Agawam on Friday afternoon. Uncle Sammy along with Thomas Vanden Berghe, 
Nick Griese and Hugh Devine raced in the penultimate Agawam Sail Series on Crescent Lake. Conditions were 
friendly with beautiful sunny skies and a consistent southerly breeze. The sailors showed impressive spirit with a 
skipper debut from Thomas who finished with a 2nd and 3rd place. The boys were proud of their achievements and 
excited to head back next week for the final installment of the summer Sail Series. 

On Friday, Senior Winona participated in a 4 vs 4 indoor soccer tournament at Camp Wigwam with Jack 
Bonnefond, Luca Depolla, Alex Lowe, Daniel Schlumberger, Gabe Nigrovic and Vince Mellet. In the first match, 
Winona took a win against Bridgton Sports Camp. The second match came later in the day in the seventh match. 
The boys were firing on all cylinders with Greg Parizhsky, Charlie Collins, Charlie Smith, Jose Garcia and Pedro Luis 
Angarita playing very well on defense. This group did not allow a single shot on net. The offensive side was also 
very solid with shots on goal. At half time the score was still 0-0, Winona and Camp Micah so desperately looking 
for their first goal. Unfortunately the rock solid defense could not stop the other team’s shot and the 
game came to an end with a score of 1-0. Soon after the first Winona team was all charged up and 
ready to defeat Bridgton Sports Camps’ first team. Very similar to the last match, both sides were very 
even. Daniel, Vince and Luca linking up passes while Jack was in goal locking down the defense. The 
match stayed like this until half time. Both sides still waiting for the first goal, but eventually Winona 
conceded a goal which ended the match. Right after Winona’s second team had to play against 
Micah’s second team in the 11th match of the tournament. Despite the outcome of the tournament, 
both Winona teams had a lot of fun! 

https://www.facebook.com/winonacamps/
https://www.instagram.com/winonacampsmaine/
https://www.bunk1.com/
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On Friday evening, Senior Winona had a special visitor. The boys were all eagerly awaiting the announcement for 
second EP when all of a sudden, The BAT entered the Wiggy, hopped onto the ping pong table where he gave a 
nice hello! Evidently he noticed his stage presence was precarious, he took a bow and flew off to the safety of 
darkness. 

On Saturday, Winona hosted four other camps in the 24th annual “Big W” Swim meet. With 
the swim area in the H-Dock looking resplendent in the mid-season sun, it was quickly 
apparent that a great day of racing was on the cards. Twelve Staunch & True campers: 
Charlie Smith, Alex Lowe, Gabe McGarry, Lee Wilson, Jose Garcia, Jasper Brun, Huber 
Matos-O’Neil, Thibaut Azais, Daniel Schlumberger, Thomas Vanden Berghe, Tom Spater 

and Finn Wentz represented the Senior unit in the day’s festivities. The Senior unit started very well with a victory 
for Huber in the 15 & under breaststroke. Our boys continued to compete with tremendous energy and enthusiasm 
along with our counterparts from Junior and Intermediate Winona. After racing was complete and the scores were 
totaled up, it was confirmed that Winona took a spot on the podium; third place. Shortly after, the boys took great 
pleasure in watching their counselors take to Moose Pond in the much-anticipated counselor medley relay. The 
campers showed great sportsmanship and were gracious hosts the meet and represented Winona with excellency. 
Most importantly, spirits were high and fun was had by all. 

Meanwhile, news from the Master Chart incudes recognition for the season’s first Full Distinction earned by 
Guillaume Kopff. Full Merits this week include: Nick Griese, Chase Gerber, Max Jones, Kevin McDonald, Thomas 
Vanden Berghe, Lucas Sudduth and Rieky Bol Rik.  

You will not be surprised to learn our upcoming week is filled with events, trips and games! As we head into Red/
Gray week, we will be hitting high gear. Many of the boys will participate in honors trips: mountain, canoe, kayak 
and technical rock. Others will compete in a host of special events Winona Regatta, the Camp Micah Swim Meet, 
and basketball and soccer games. I look forward to telling you about all of the excitement in the next letter. 

In the meantime, I hope you have a great week too! 

Brix Brax, 

Uncle Jeffrey “Bubba” Dropkin (1983-1986, 2002-2019) 

The BAT 2015 

Senior Unit Director 

Caretaker of Bailey, happy Chocolate Lab & Tripper the cat 


