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Greetings from the shores of Junior Winona. As I write this newsletter, the sun is in the sky, there is a 

light breeze blowing through the trees, and the unit is surprisingly quiet. It is rest hour: a time for 

relaxation and a chance to reflect upon the busy days and many events that have occurred in Junior 

Winona over the two weeks. Please read on to find out about the many wonderful trips, sports events, 

and fantastic camper achievements of the past week.  

On Wednesday, July 3, Manuel Grullon Machado, Oscar Jennings, Wesley Letellier, Cavan Finnerty, Henry Lamphier, 

Luis Latour, Cooper Holton, Michael Vannoy, Jaime Winzer and Roland Jennings joined Uncles Lime, Ben and J.P. on a 

trip to Speckled Mountain. Although the boys hiked a total of six miles on a warm day, they got an early start and the 

climb was a mostly gradual ascent. Open views on the granite slab rock allowed views of Mount Washington to Pleasant 

Mountain to nearby Kezar Lake. The trip concluded with a quick dip in Great Brook before returning to camp.  

With hopes of taking a trophy back to camp, the Junior Winona tennis players embarked on a journey to the 

Camp Wildwood tennis tournament. Representing Winona came two singles players, Carl Hoff and Rafael 

Saujet, and the doubles teams of Jaak Rannik with Rodrigo Melo Garcia and Ilya Borunkov with Beckett 

Hawkes. The doubles fought hard in their games against the other camps but fell just short of the playoffs. 

Meanwhile Carl breezed through preliminary rounds, while Rafael fought long and hard against his counter 

parts, nearly winning. In the end, Carl won his semi-final in convincing fashion and then fell to a powerhouse player in the 

final. The Junior Winona boys played well on the courts and showed even better sportsmanship. 

Thursday morning brought with it perfect camping weather for Junior’s first  trip to Newt’s Island. Uncles James, Stephen 

and Ike brought James Gasperini, Graves Fairman, Jack Allen, Luke Gagan, Peter McDermott, Cooper Holton, Shema 

Iranzi, Henry Lamphier and Jaak Rannik. The canoers made great time and remained in high spirits all day. Their 

afternoon on the island started with a Chicken Bomber lunch (chicken patties), followed by exploring the island. Then they 

had a stir fry dinner and s’mores, and games by the fire. The paddle back on Friday consisted of campers singing camp 

songs that could be heard all the way across the lake.  

This week ten Staunch & True campers travelled to Camp Wigwam to participate in a Ga Ga Ga match. Uncles Robbie 

and Chip brought campers Otis Eastman, Noah Bruchou, Timmy Paul, Roberto Fernandez Banuchi, Rodrigo Melo Garcia, 

Beckett Hawkes, Carl Hoff, Ilya Borunkov, Paul Tamussino and Shalom Kwitonda. They played ten very intense 6 vs 6 

games. The match went into overtime where Otis led the team to victory by being the last one in the court.  

The brave and skillful campers of Junior Winona headed to Camp Skylemar to participate in a Steal The Bacon 

tournament on Friday. The team of Ronan Zweifler, Duncan May, Dylan Henwood, Will Hogue, Axel Lundin, Manuel 

Grullon Machado, Luis Latour, Charlie Blau, Alejandro Rault and Rodrigo Melo Garcia played amazingly, winning the 

consolation bracket. Uncles Nick and Nate spoke highly of their team, commenting on the true sportsmanship of the 

team and the positive attitude displayed by everyone as they represented Camp Winona.  

The fourth mountain trip of the season went to Lowes Bald Spot (3050’) in Pinkham Notch, New Hampshire 

on Saturday morning. Joining Uncles Lime, Nate and Ben were campers Otis Eastman, Viktor Rannik, Noah 

Bruchou, Dain Gutmann, Axel Lundin, Rodrigo Melo Garcia, James Gasperini, Cavan Finnerty, Tassilo 

Stelter, Roberto Fernandez Banuchi and Peter King. Nearby views of the high peaks around Mount 

Washington were seen in addition to the closeup banding of the granite – gneiss rocks that were found near 

the summit. The group also heard repeated bird songs of the house wren and the white throated sparrow. 

The trip ended with a stop in the Pinkham Notch Visitor’s Center to see the raised relief map of the area where boys 

could recount the trails they had hiked on both this trip and the snow trip from the previous week.     

The Winona tennis match against Camp Wigwam featured Junior tennis players Jaime Winzer, Gavin Reece, Ilya 

Borunkov and Rafael Saujet, walking bravely to the courts to play the team that stood ahead of them. The singles of 

Jaime and Gavin took the courts first as they played their opponents fearlessly. Gavin would go to convincingly secure 

one win for Winona while Jaime took on a skillful opponent and fell just short despite his outstanding play. With only the 

doubles game left the duo of Ilya and Rafael took the court with no fear. They quickly took the lead in games as they went 

up 4-2, but the hosting team would stage a late comeback to upset the power duo and win the match 8-5.  

On Saturday evening, the men of Junior Winona gathered in the Kearns Amphitheatre for our weekly campfire. This week 

Tents 2 and 9 entertained the rest of the unit with hilarious skits featuring from Tent 2: Uncles Jakob and Mason, with 

campers Otis Eastman, Beckett Hawkes, Gavin Reece and Viktor Rannik, and from Tent 9: Uncles Jack and Duncan, with 

campers Lucas Vannoni, Jack Allen, James Gasperini, Shalom Kwitonda and Luke Wetter. Uncle Jorge wrote a skit with 

Luke Gagan, George Thompson, Noah Bruchou and Charlie Blau. We wrapped-up the evening with a rendition of Taps 

sung by Uncles Lime and Nate.  

 

(over for more news!) 
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Editors Note: Your son’s unit’s weekly Newsletter may also be accessed online: http://winonacamps.com/welcome-parents/unit-newsletters. Please 

note that in the weekly unit Newsletters, we focus primarily on out-of-camp trips and sporting competitions which are just a small part of the entire 

program here at Winona.  

You can find current photos of Winona by visiting us on our Facebook page (Winona Camps – Maine) or our Bunk1 site. 
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Sunday evening saw the campers gathering in the Junior Wiggy to find out which tent would be the Best Tent in our 

weekly tentwork (cleaning, organization, etc.) competition. This week Cabin 6 was victorious, with the highest tentwork 

scores for the week! Uncles Parker and JP were proud of the hard work done by Jaak Rannik, Wesley Letellier, Dylan 

Henwood and Oscar Jennings, who celebrated with an extra piece of Lodge (candy). We will see if they can remain Best 

Tent next week.  

Here in Junior, we offer a great variety of activities and campers are encouraged to try to get their Chipmunk (first level 

of achievement) in as many activities as possible. They strive to earn their Full Chipmunk (Chipmunks in 7 activities, 

including Swimming, Campcraft and Canoe) and are awarded with a Chipmunk Pin in front of the entire camp at 

mealtime. Last week Axel Lundin became the first camper at Winona this summer to earn his Full Chipmunk. He was 

soon followed by Luke Gagan, Will Hogue, Luis Latour, Wesley Letellier, Jaime Winzer, Graves Fairman, James 

Gasperini, Lochlann O’Connell, Peter King and Carl Hoff. I look forward to handing out many more Chipmunk Pins in the 

coming weeks.  

Junior Winona’s first soccer tournament took place on Monday at Camp Indian Acres. The team was comprised of Noah 

Bruchou, Charlie Blau, Ilya Borunkov, Roberto Fernandez Banuchi, Manuel Grullon Machado, Dain Guttman, Luis Latour, 

Rodrigo Melo Garcia, Alejandro Rault, George Thompson, Tassilo Stelter and Gavin Reece. Uncles Sean and Jorge led 

the resilient team through the group stage and into the semi-finals. The boys came back from being down 2-0 with goals 

scored by Luis, Ilya and Charlie. While they played with great heart and energy, the Winona team took 2nd place overall, 

losing the final game but remained in good spirits and demonstrated great sportsmanship.  

The intrepid moose pond paddlers of Junior Winona left Monday morning for a trip to Nort’s Cove, furthest 

campsite Juniors paddle to on Moose Pond. The camper boat was sterned by Lucas Vannoni with Carl Hoff 

and Will Hogue as his stalwart bowmen. Uncle Matt sterned the lead boat with Beckett Hawkes and Axel 

Lundin. Uncle Duncan with campers Otis Eastman and Paul Tamussino followed closely behind. Finally, 

Lucas Mason and Timmy Paul functioned as the sweep-boat in the back with Uncle Stephen at the helm. 

Upon arriving, the campers had a great meal of Chicken Bombers, followed by a rest hour to rejuvenate their tired arms. 

Afterwards, the campers frolicked in the waters of Moose Pond. A dinner of Broccoli Alfredo Pasta was served soon after. 

The night finished with s’mores by a crackling fire. The campers awoke the next morning to breakfast tacos with all the 

fixings. With the necessary nourishment, the canoers headed back to camp, already recounting their wonderful trip on 

the paddle back.  

The Junior campers had some surprising guests show up at their morning line up on Friday. Just as the boys were going to 

walk to the Dining Hall, the BATs dashed out of the Junior Wiggy issuing loud BAT screams. The boys of Junior jumped 

into action with the intent of catching the BATs before breakfast. While some campers, including Will Hogue, Luis Latour 

and Paul Tamussino got very close, the BATs managed to escape. The Junior campers are eagerly awaiting the next 

appearance of the BAT! 

On Tuesday, July 9, the first Eco-Mountain trip of the year went to the Wild River Valley north of Evans Notch, New 

Hampshire to see the remains of the lumbering town Hastings, and nature’s reclamation of the injured landscape after 

five large forest fires in the early 1900s. Raphael Saujet, Luke Gagan, Shema Iranzi, Jaak Rannik, Cavan Finnerty, Michael 

Vannoy, Jonathan Middendorf and Tassilo Stelter joined Uncles Lime, Jack, Ike and CIT Harry on the trip that featured 

1.7-mile loop hike on a modest mountain called The Roost. Near the end of the descent, the boys discovered a bunch of 

bricks which were the evidence the mill complex which has been shuttered for nearly 100 years. Then they drove to the 

Wild River Campground where the group had lunch and departed for their next hike. This was a half hour search for a 

300 year-old hemlock tree which survived that series of fires. This included 30 minutes of off trail hiking where the staff 

and boys used the sun to navigate their way. The trip concluded with a refreshing half hour swim in the Wild River. Well 

done boys!    

This has been another busy week in Junior Winona and we eagerly await the exciting days ahead. We have many more 

events, games, mountain trips, and canoe trips scheduled on our calendar. The boys continue to pursue Full Chipmunk 

pins and new Beavers in activities and they remain ever vigilant for sightings of the BAT.  

Until next week, 

Uncle Connor Frame  

(Wi 1997-2013, 2019) 

Junior Unit Director  

The BAT 2013 

 

 


