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Greetings from Junior Winona! Opening Day in Junior Winona was filled with activity and 

excitement. There were parents dropping off campers, campers meeting tent counselors, and 

campers reconnecting with old friends while making new ones. For Junior-age boys the transition 

is almost seamless between saying their goodbyes and jumping straight into everything Winona 

has to offer.  

It was wonderful to have had the chance to meet many of you on Opening Day who were able to make the journey 

to the shores of Moose Pond. It was amazing to see the looks of excitement and enthusiasm on the boys’ faces, 

their shouts of joy as they arrived in Junior Winona. It was a fantastic way to start my first year as the Junior Unit 

Director.  

Junior got started right away on the second day with the boys all taking part in our activity rotation. The Juniors 

travelled with their tentmates to every activity Junior has to offer. It gave them a chance to start thinking about 

which activities they want to focus on this summer, become closer to their tentmates, and learn their counselors’ 

names and which activities they lead. Since then the Juniors have been able to sample many activities, take part in 

many all-camp events, and we have even started our trips program. Please read on to find out more about Junior 

Winona’s first week.  

On Friday, the first Junior mountain trip departed camp for Round Mountain in Albany Township near Bethel, 

Maine. Joining Uncles Lime, Ben, and James were campers Lucas Mason, Henry Thompson, Brody Watkins,  

Beckett Hawkes, Gavin Reece, Lochlann O’Connell, Luke Gagan, James Kirby, Wesley Letellier, Cavan Finnerty, 

and Michael Vannoy.  It was a warm day with a nice breeze at the overlook which offered views to nearby summits 

such as Baldface and Royce, and more the distant summit of Mount Washington. In addition, three patches of snow 

could be seen on Mount Washington. The trip concluded with a swim in Great Brook, and the day had the feeling of 

friends being made among the 11 boys on the trip with a backdrop of a backcountry setting.   

Back at camp on Friday night, all of Winona gathered outside the Cobb Memorial Building to celebrate the opening 

of the 112th season. We sat beneath the swaying pines as the sun began to set and we recounted Winona’s history, 

celebrated last year’s color and tribal victories, and prepared for this summer’s competitions. In Junior, the Reds will 

attempt to claim a fourth straight victory under the leadership of Captain James Gasperini and Lieutenants Timmy 

Paul and Jaak Rannik. With the goals of victory and changing the color of the banner, the Grays will be led by 

Captain Peter McDermott and Lieutenants Peter King and Lucas Vannoni.  

Junior Winona’s tribal competition consists of four tribes playing a variety of games and sports in order to have 

their team’s name on the banner. This year, trying to defend their title, the Delawares will be lead by Co-Chiefs Luis 

Latour and Roland Jennings and Sub-Chief Michael Covington. The other three tribes, who will be vying for the top 

spot, will be lead by:  

Mohawks: Chief Carl Hoff and Sub-Chiefs Duncan May and Ronan Zweifler. 

Ojibways: Chief Jack Allen and Sub Chief Axel Lundin 

Senecas: Chief Will Hogue and Sub-Chiefs Luke Wetter and Paxton Hawkes 

We wish all of these leaders the best of luck in guiding their teams through Evening Programs (EP), Stick Showings 

and other fun camp events. We are positive that no matter how fierce the competition, it will always end in stronger 

friendships and a hearty “Brix Brax” for the other team! 

On Saturday afternoon, the Junior campers participated in Tribal Games, a camp-wide tribal competition run by the 

CITs (Counselors-In-Training). The Junior, Intermediate and Senior units were split into mixed-age tribal teams and 

competed in a number of activities. These included: Ga-Ga-Ga, Kingpin Dodgeball, Musical Chairs (surprisingly 

competitive!) and the challenge of constructing a vessel to keep an egg from cracking after a ten foot drop. These 

varied activities allowed for the older Senior and Inty campers to attentively guide Juniors through activities while 

giving Juniors a chance to show off their many talents and skills, as well.  

(over for more news!) 
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Editors Note: Your son’s unit’s weekly Newsletter may also be accessed online: http://winonacamps.com/welcome-parents/unit-newsletters. Please 

note that in the weekly unit Newsletters, we focus primarily on out-of-camp trips and sporting competitions which are just a small part of the entire 

program here at Winona.  

You can find current photos of Winona by visiting us on our Facebook page (Winona Camps – Maine) or our Bunk1 site. 
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Later, on Saturday evening, as the sun set and the stars came out, Junior Winona gathered in 

the Kearns Amphitheatre for the first of many campfires this summer. The campers enjoyed 

a roaring fire built by Uncle Stephen with help from Timothy Paul. We also had a guest 

speaker, Uncle Aydan Strachan (Bat ‘17), who thrilled the Junior campers by recounting 

some of his favorite Bat Showing stories. Finally we had comedy routines from Uncle Parker 

and Uncle Jack, as well as a hilarious skit written and performed by Uncle Jorge with Luke Gagan, Lochlann 

O’Connell, Viktor Rannik and Oscar Jennings.  A fun and relaxing evening after a long day of friendly competition 

was enjoyed by all. 

On Sunday night, the Junior unit bestowed the prize of Best Tent (an honor awarded to the 

tent that keeps their tent or cabin most clean throughout the week) to Cabin 8. Guided by 

Uncle Chip’s great attention to detail, campers Paxton Hawkes, Timmy Paul, Rodrigo Melo 

Garcia, Cooper Holton and Michael Vannoy were able to choose two pieces of lodge (candy 

bars) during Sunday evening’s traditional Lodge Night. We will see if they are able to hang on to 

the title of Best Tent next week! 

Although it is early in the summer, Junior campers have been lucky to catch two sightings of the famous Winona 

BAT. In the first showing on Friday the BAT surprised the entire unit by running into the assembly just as a 

conversation about the BAT came to a close. The BAT made a quick getaway, but still had enough time to send out 

a long, loud BAT-scream. The Junior assembly was interrupted again on Sunday afternoon during our weekly “Shock 

and Awe” (activities that are Shocking and Awesome) announcements. The campers agreed that the BAT was the 

most shocking and awesome part of the afternoon. We look forward to trying to figure out the BATs’ identities, 

playing the guessing game all summer long. The campers already have many ideas… but they won’t know for sure 

until Awards night.  

The first canoe trip of the summer departed Monday morning, paddling south on Moose Pond to Loon Isle. Uncles 

James, Josef and Duncan hopped into fully loaded canoes, accompanied by Duncan May, Dylan Henwood, 

Lochlann O’Connell, Henry Thompson, Jonathan Middendorf, Gavin Reece, Viktor Rannik, Shea Wolinetz and 

Brody Watkins. The men of Junior had a perfect day for paddling with the sun in the sky and a light tailwind to keep 

them cool and push them along. Upon their arrival they had a feast of chicken quesadillas, followed by a fun-filled 

afternoon exploring Loon Isle, and ending with a calm, crackling campfire to wrap up Monday night.  

Charlie Blau, Cavan Finnerty, Tassilo Stelter, Cooper Holton, Michael Vannoy, William Hogue, 

Peter McDermott, Paul Tamussino, Ilia Borunkov, Carl Hoff and Peter King celebrated the arrival of 

July by joining Uncles Lime, Ben and J.P. on a hike to see the snowfields in Tuckerman’s Ravine on 

the east slope of Mount Washington. The high point of the hike was the 100 yard walk through 

eight month old snow, and the opportunity to see snowboarders and downhill skiers also 

celebrating the arrival of July. Uncle Lime commented that this was the most snow he has seen in 

the ravine since he began taking Juniors there.      

As I wrap up this first edition of the Junior Times, the sounds of Junior campers finishing activities and running to 

free time and Snack Shack are drifting in my window. Thank you for sharing your wonderful, enthusiastic sons with 

us this summer. It is a privilege to work with such an amazing group of campers and staff this year. We are off to a 

spectacular start here in Junior for Winona’s 112th summer.  

Until next week, 

Uncle Connor Frame  

(Wi 1997-2013, 2019) 

Junior Unit Director  

The BAT 2013 

 


