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Greetings from Intermediate Winona! We had a great finish to our First session and an 
exciting start to Second session as we said our farewells to about 30 campers and 
welcomed a new group of 30 on Saturday. While it was bittersweet to see the First session 
campers depart, we look forward to continuing on with our Full and Second session 
campers. This past week has been busy (as always), but before we recap all of our trips and 
events I’ll recap three BAT showings we had. 

The first showing happened on Tuesday when The BAT came out of the Inty Wiggy counselor room where he gave a 
big scream in front of the entire unit. The campers eyes were wide and their feet were quick as they gave The BAT a 
close chase down the grove to the Inty beach! This BAT escaped via the Bat Barge, one of our motor boats, as 
everyone cheered from the beach. The second happened on Friday when The BAT came flying out of the same 
counselor room and across the porch during a pre-lunch assembly. This time The BAT had the counselor bell in his 
hand as he trotted off down the grove and once again escaped via the barge. Lastly, on Sunday as the boys lined up 
for EP on the baseball field, The BAT came out of the woods near centerfield and ran between the two groups of boys 
and down through the tent line to a getaway vehicle. We are always happy to see The BAT (a special treat here at 
Winona) and the boys were all smiles with tall tales after each showing. 

On Monday, Uncles Matt S. and Will departed with a mountain trip including campers Nicolas Borras, Isaac Yombe, 
Graham Wilson, Manuel Suarez Inclan, Wesley Persons and Victor Peney. The boys hiked The Eyebrow, a 2,900’ shelf 
overlook on Old Speck Mountain in Grafton Notch. Grafton Notch is a much sought after destination for 
outdoorsmen in the area, offering beautiful views, unique topography and plenty of opportunities to swim. The boys 
took advantage of this, soaking up the amazing views and cooling off in a swimming hole on the way home.  

The mountain trippers were busy again, as Uncles Matt S. and George left for a two-day overnight trip on Tuesday 
with David Phillips, Ryan Hays, Elijah Nacht, Everett May, Ward Jenkins, Gleb Pugach, Matthew Coronado-Cantor, 
John Proulx and CIT Carl B. This stalwart crew set out to South Baldface where they hiked up to a lean-to on the first 
night to set-up their sleeping bags. Before the sun set they scrambled the rest of the way to the 3,547’ summit where 
they had some amazing views of the surrounding White Mountains in New Hampshire. After dinner they settled in for 
a well deserved rest before hiking down in a cold drizzle the next day. The boys persevered and were happy to get 
back to camp on Wednesday for a hot meal in the dining hall.  

On Wednesday our canoers took a day trip on the Saco River with Uncles Drew and Carter and Aunt Lisa. Campers 
James Halley, Cam Hawkes, George Porter, Nathan Monchik, Matthew MacDougall, Angelo Rossi-Landerfin, 
Graham Wilson, Liam Tobin and Nuer Bol Rik learned a traditional form of canoeing, using the sandy bottoms and 
long wooden poles to navigate the river while standing in their canoes. Traveling the Saco River is one of the oldest 
trips at Winona, and the boys had a beautiful and sunny day to enjoy this scenic river.  

The kayakers left for one of our biggest trips of the year with Uncles Andres and Ned, along with Senior Winona, 
heading up to the Kennebec River for three days. Oliver Eastman, Max Rosenbaum, Dash Lamphier, Henry Garnett 
and Rowan Pedraza set-out bright and early on Tuesday morning, heading north to The Forks near the 
Canadian border. This brave crew settled in at Indian Pond Campground where they enjoyed swimming 
in the lake and a big dinner before hitting the river the next day, putting-in at Carry Brook Falls and 
paddling a long and technically challenging section of whitewater down to The Forks takeout. This is 
some of the biggest whitewater that we paddle here at Winona, and these young men pushed their 
limits under the watchful eyes of our experienced kayaking staff. Everyone came back with big smiles 
and stories of the size of the mighty Kennebec, ready to head out again in the Second session.  

Our athletic competitions began this week with a dodgeball tournament at Camp Wigwam coached by 
Uncles Fritz and Henry. Rowan Pedraza, Miles Jernigan, Esa Rana, Devan Sarkar, Graham Devine, 
Beckett Ward, Charlie Hamilton, Nuer Bol Rik, Tristan Baker, Matthias Soubeyrand, Mun Luak, Henry 
Sloss, Oliver Eastman and Dash Lamphier loaded the van to head over and compete in this annual 
tournament. The boys played well, dipping, ducking, diving, and dodging their way to a fourth place finish 

and, most importantly, playing with poise and sportsmanship throughout the day. All coaches were complimentary of 
the boys’ attitudes and their determination.  

The Inty sailors were busy this week, too, competing in two regattas. On Tuesday, our sailors traveled down the lake 
to Camp Wyonegonic. Aunt Jesse and Uncle Sammy J. (Senior) coached sailors Cam Hawkes and Renzo Martinez 
with great wind all day. Cam skippered his very first race and did a phenomenal job taking on this challenge. The boys 
sailed very well but couldn’t come up with a victory. Then, on Thursday, Ward Jenkins, Tristan Baker and Renzo 
Martinez joined Senior sailors and counselors at the Camp Wohelo Regatta in Raymond. The morning westerlies were 
inconsistent, veering unpredictably and presenting a challenge to our sailors, but in the afternoon all squared away 
their rigs for a strong finish, narrowly missing 3rd place as a team. With the Winona Regatta right around the corner, 
these sailors are in fine shape to keep the ball rolling on a great sailing season here in Maine! 
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The basketball team had two competitions this week, starting with a tournament at Camp Wildwood, 
coached by Uncles Ruay and Charlie. We had two teams for this 3 v 3 tournament with the first made up 
of Beckett Ward, Henry Sloss and Matthew Coronado-Cantor. This team fought hard, playing great 
defense and with a strong performance from Matthew. The second team was made up of Conrad Dube, 

Teddy Yardley, Devan Sarkar and Felix Saujet. These boys played great team basketball, pulling them through the 
tournament for a strong 4th place finish. All of our campers came home smiling, happy to have represented the 
Winona name well.  

The second competition was a home game against Camp Owatonna on Friday, this time coached by Uncles Ruay 
and Fritz. Beckett Ward, Henry Sloss, Rowan Pedraza, AJ Tresca, Ward Jenkins, Isaac Yombe, Matthew Sonne, 
Conrad Dube, Devan Sarkar and Felix Saujet made a strong team to host a challenging opponent. This was a hard 
fought game in which our boys held the lead for the entire game, holding on to win on our home turf. 
Congratulations to this team and a job well done to wrap up our basketball games for the first half of the summer!  

Our new campers received their tribes and colors this week and I’d like to take a moment to announce that the 
Grays will have five new teammates in Liam Kirby, Max Fabbricante, Nassir Manahe, Lucas Barstow and Guyan 
Boyer Zutshi, while the Reds will gain one new member in Finn Coyne. For parents new to Winona, the boys have a 
color team that they stay with for their entire life, competing in nightly Evening Programs (“EPs”) as well as several 
special events during the summer in order to determine the color of the banner. Additionally, we chase a totem 
called the Oscar in Intermediate as tribal teams. Boys “show” the Oscar at various times throughout the day, earning 
points for the daringness and creativity of the showing, while those members of the other tribes attempt to capture 
it back for their team. This session the Ojibways will not receive any new members, but will start with the Oscar, 
while Liam Kirby will join the Senecas, Guyan Boyer Zutshi and Finn Coyne will join the Delawares, and Max 
Fabbricante, Nassir Manahe, and Lucas Barstow will join the Mohawks.  

We also had several Second session campers chosen for leadership positions. Nikki Smith will become the new 
Gray Lieutenant, Cal Stubbs takes on a position as sub-chief of the Mohawks, Benjamin McVane becomes an 
additional sub-chief of the Senecas, and David Steinbrick will be a sub-chief of the Ojibways. Congratulations to all 
of these boys as they join the Full season campers in leading their tribes and colors. Good luck to everyone as the 
competitions heat up in the next three weeks!  

We handed out a number of Full Chipmunk pins this week to complete the First session. For those new to Winona 
and its traditions, each activity in camp has a set of increasingly challenging requirements that the boys need to 
meet in order to earn their Chipmunk, Beaver, then Eagle in that activity. They can then earn a Full Chipmunk pin by 
meeting those requirements in 7 activities, 5 for a Full Beaver pin, and 3 for a Full Eagle pin. Boys also must earn a 
Chipmunk in swimming, campcraft, and canoeing to earn a Full Chipmunk and moving on from there. This is a big 
accomplishment, taking many boys weeks to do so, and with that I’d like to give a big congratulations to Nuer Bol 
Rik, James Halley, Charlie Hamilton, Miles Jernigan, Leander Jussen, Victor Peney, Leif Sonne, Matthew Sonne and 
Graham Wilson.  

As always we had our “Men of Distinction” read by Uncle Nic B. at campfire on Saturday night. This is an 
opportunity to recognize standout campers in our unit, as we acknowledge any accomplishment no matter how big 
or how small: To the boys who competed in the 3 v. 3 basketball tournament with great hustle; Tristan Baker for 
skippering for the first time in a regatta; For the boys on the Kennebec trip for shredding up the river and kayaking 
like champions; Isaac Yombe for being “king waiter” as he filled three things at once in the Dining Hall; Thomas 
Gasperini for dodging The BAT in style during one of our showings; Max Olson for creating his own route on the 
rock climbing wall; David Phillips for doing a great job on the South Baldface overnight trip; Enzo Depolla for the 
exquisite art sculptures during aqua crafting; and to the Reds and Grays for making Winona history and finishing our 
EP “Troy” in a tie.  

Well, we are certainly off to a great start for our Second session! The Oscar will be back in play on Monday as new 
campers have received their tribes and colors, and the boys will be competing again in competitions. Red v. Gray 
competition has been close, highlighted clearly by the first ever tie in one of our favorite EP’s, called “Troy,” as both 
teams finished their task in exactly 14:35. We have canoe, kayak, and mountain trips set to head out this week. We 
look forward to checking in next week with more stories and accomplishments!  

Warm Regards, 
Uncle Jeffrey Lamson   (2002-2019) 
The BAT 2014 
Intermediate Unit Director 

 

Editors Note: Your son’s unit’s weekly Newsletter may also be accessed online: http://winonacamps.com/welcome-parents/unit-newsletters. Please note 

that in the weekly unit Newsletters, we focus primarily on out-of-camp trips and sporting competitions which are just a small part of the entire program 

here at Winona.  

You can find current photos of Winona by visiting us on our Facebook page (Winona Camps – Maine), Instagram  (winonacampsmaine) or our Bunk1 site. 
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