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Greetings from Intermediate Winona! We have had a full plate this past week, with plenty of trips, games, and 
activities to keep us busy. Our first overnight canoe and mountain trips departed, the Oscar has been 
consistently competitive, Red v. Gray competition has been extremely close, and the boys have been completing 
lots of requirements. We awarded our first Full Chipmunk pins this week to campers Jack Wetter and Matthias 
Soubeyrand. For those new to Winona and its many traditions, campers complete requirements in various 
activities in order to receive their Chipmunk, Beaver and Eagle pins (progressing in difficulty in that order). To 
receive a “Full Chipmunk” a camper must complete the Chipmunk requirements in 7 activities, including 
canoeing, campcraft, and swimming. I’m sure that our list will be considerably longer next week, as many 
campers are just one or two activities away from this achievement! 

On Monday of last week, our first rock climbing trip of the summer went to Jockey Cap in Fryeburg. Campers 
Elijah Nacht, Gunnar Lundin and Rowan Pedraza joined Uncle Tucker W. along with Senior Winona staff and 
campers for this classic Winona rock trip. Jockey Cap is one of the largest glacial erratics in the state of Maine, 
and provides a fantastic learning ground for our climbers to move beyond the climbing tower here at camp. The 
boys had a delicious lunch atop the wall with views of Fryeburg and Lovell Pond before coming back to cool off 
in Moose Pond before dinner.  

We also had a mountain trip depart on Monday led by Uncles Matt S. and Oliver R.          
Renzo Martinez, Matthew MacDougall, Artie Lucke, Oliver Eastman, Oliver Reiman-Ellis, 
AJ Tresca, Teddy Yardley and Mun Luak set out for a day trip to Table Rock Mountain 
where they scrambled through an exciting cave before enjoying a well earned lunch at the 
top. The campers commented on the beautiful views of Grafton Notch from the top of the cliff, and cooled off 
with some swimming and cliff jumping in a local swimming hole on their way back to camp.  

The mountain trippers departed again the very next day with Uncles Matt S. and Dan K. on the first overnight 
trip of the summer. Nathan Monchik, Artie Lucke, Graham Wilson, David Phillips, AJ Tresca and Matthew 
MacDougall set out on their first day to Goose Eye Mountain via the Wright Trail. On day one, they hiked to 
their camp site where they refueled with chicken fajitas, some great stories around the fire, and hilarious “mad 
libs.” On the second day, the crew continued up to a viewpoint on the shoulder of Goose Eye before heading 
back down the mountain while learning about “Leave No Trace” practices. To wrap-up the trip, everyone took a 
swim in Frenchman’s Hole, a popular swimming hole and cliff jumping location outside of Bethel, Maine.  

To finish out our mountain trips this week, Uncles Matt S. and George C. led Rowan Pedraza, Thomas Gasperini, 
Victor Peney, Jack Drechsler, Liam Tobin, Angelo Rossi-Landerfin, John Proulx and Oliver Eastman to Mount 
Jackson in New Hampshire. Leaving after breakfast on Saturday morning, this staunch crew reached both 
Jackson and Webster Summits via the Webster Jackson Trail, enjoying a light lunch and delicious views along the 
way. They descended the mountain in wet and rainy conditions, maintaining high spirits and leaning into the 
inclement weather. Such challenges are not an impediment to our tripping program here, but rather they are 
valuable opportunities to learn and grow in all that mother nature has to offer.  

We also had our first overnight canoe trip of the summer to Lake Umbagog. Uncles Drew A. 
and Carter H. along with Aunt Lisa led Ryan Hays, George Porter, James Halley, Miles 
Jernigan, Dash Lamphier, Henry Garnett, Charlie Hamilton, Matthew Sonne and Nuer Bol Rik 
up to this scenic lake resting at the Maine/New Hampshire border. To begin the trip the boys 
paddled two hours down the Magalloway River to the lake where they slept in the “R18” 
campsite and had a delicious meal of Chicken Lo-Mein. After some egg and bacon burritos to 

start day two, they paddled three hours to the “R2” campsite, enjoying a nice swim upon arrival along with a 
delicious dinner of pork chops and cheesy potatoes. After some s’mores and stories around the camp fire, this 
tired crew hit the hay before a short paddle the next morning to their takeout and ride back to Winona.  

Lastly for our trips this week, the Intermediate kayakers Gunnar Lundin, Dash Lamphier, Ben Lemieux and 
Henry Garnett joined Uncles Ned K. and Andres H. along with Senior Winona for a day trip to the Saco River. 
The Saco provides two fantastic stretches of river for teaching basic whitewater skills and safety, and the boys 
paddled both the Steep Falls Rapids and the Limington Rips with great attitudes and enthusiasm. While on the 
river, campers are able to practice scouting a line down the river, ferry gliding and getting in and out of eddies 
safely. These stretches of river are beneficial for teaching because campers can make mistakes with their 
counselors close by to perform rescues and get them quickly back into the boats to try again. To finish the day, 
the boys found a rope swing for a little bit of swimming before heading back to camp.  
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Our athletic teams were also busy this week, beginning with a baseball game at home against 
Camp O-AT-KA on Tuesday. Uncles Ruay B. and Robbie F. coached a staunch team made up of 
Nathanael Drake, Matthew Sonne, James Halley, Gray Devine, Charlie Hamilton, Esa Rana, 
Miles Jernigan, Cam Hawkes, Isaac Yombe and Junior camper Jack Allen. Charlie led Winona off 
with the first hit, and pitcher Gray got the team through the first two innings only giving up one 
run. Winona bats continued to come alive with hits from Gray, Matthew and Esa, but unfortunately the boys 
were unable to put any runs up on the board. Even though they were not able to pull out a win in this game, 
despite excellent performances, they built a strong foundation moving forward as a team!  

Also on Tuesday, Coach Charles “Chuvkin” R. brought our Intermediate tennis team to Camp Wildwood for a 
tournament. Max Olson, Jaime Canero, Renzo Martinez, Oliver Eastman, Manuel Suarez-Inclan and Jack 
Drechsler represented our colors well as they played a number of strong matches. Highlights include standout 
performances from Max and Oliver, along with a fantastic match for Jack in which he played with 
determination. The tennis players will be at it again with a tournament next week. We look forward to several 
more strong performances.  

Our basketball team was very busy this week, competing three different times beginning with a game at home 
against Camp Wigwam on Thursday. The team was made up of Matthew Coronado-Cantor, Beckett Ward, 
Conrad Dube, AJ Tresca, Henry Sloss, Felix Saujet, Gray Devine, Max Olson, Jaime Canero, Devan Sarkar, 
Teddy Yardley and Esa Rana. Uncles Henry S. and Ruay B. coached the team in a very tight game that finished 
with a 29-23 loss. Highlights include a breakout performance from Conrad, the leading scorer, along with 
strong performances by Devan, Teddy and Matthew. Despite the loss at home, the team played very well and 
kept their heads up high going into their next game.  

The basketball team then hit the road on Friday to compete in a 3 v. 3 tournament at Camp 
Micah. Coached again by Uncles Henry S. and Ruay B. the team was made up of Conrad Dube, 
Beckett Ward, Teddy Yardley, Matthew Coronado-Cantor, Henry Sloss, Gray Devine, Felix 
Saujet and AJ Tresca. The team finished 3-1, making all the way to the finals on a game winning 
shot by Henry at the buzzer in their semi-final match-up. Although the boys lost in the final, 
everyone felt that the team progressed a great deal from their previous games and played with 

fantastic sportsmanship and grit. Matthew was the leading scorer for the day.  

Lastly, our basketball players headed over to Camp Indian Acres for another tournament on Saturday, along 
with Coaches Ruay B. and Charlie N. The team was made up of Conrad Dube, Henry Sloss, AJ Tresca, Devan 
Sarkar, Beckett Ward, Gray Devine, Matthew Coronado-Cantor, Teddy Yardley, Felix Saujet, Wesley 
Persons, Henry Garnett and Isaac Yombe. They had a challenging first game against a strong team but played 
with tenacity and carried forth the Winona Way of determination and good sportsmanship. In the second 
game, the team played a very close game against Bridgton Sports Camp, with strong performances by Henry 
and Teddy, but again they came up just a bit short before heading home after this long string of games.  

To wrap up our competitions this week, the Camp Agawam Sail Series began on Friday with campers Ward 
Jenkins and Tristan Baker representing Intermediate Winona. This is a summer-long sail series with point 
totals accumulating over the course of the summer as kids from several area camps meet up every Friday to 
compete. The sailors started off this year’s series very strong, ending the day with two 3rd place finishes to set 
them up for a great competition moving forward.  

As always, on Saturday night we read our “Men of Distinction” at campfire. This week we recognized the 
following Intermediate Campers: All of the boys on the Mount Jackson trip who hiked down in the rain acting 
like nothing happened; Henry Sloss for scoring a game winner at the 3 v. 3 basketball tournament; Ryan Hays 
for being a sharpshooter up at the riflery range and scoring a 42 his first time; Lorenzo Vannoni and Mikhail 
Myachin for jumping right into camp after arriving a few days late; Everett May, AKA “Robin Hood,” for being 
the first to get a Beaver in archery; Matthew MacDougall for demonstrating great sportsmanship and being a 
real gentleman at Evening Program (EP).  

In addition to our many exciting adventures and games, we had plenty to talk about in camp as well. On 
Tuesday morning, two BATs appeared at the wake up bell, gave several screams in the grove before an 
exciting chase, and then got away to the Intermediate H Dock. This was our most daring showing yet, as those 
who were alert and ready to chase so early in the morning had the opportunity to get quite close! Red v. Gray 
competition has been exciting as well with both teams winning multiple EPs this week, including a very 
exciting 46-47 Red win in “Six Ball Soccer” on Friday.  

In the upcoming week we will have some of Winona’s finest trips, including the famed Flagstaff/Bigelow trip, a 
canoeing and mountain climbing combination. Our rock trippers will be out and about, along with several 
kayaking excursions and plenty more athletic competition. I look forward to reporting to you as we continue 
to fill our days with the fun, adventure, and outdoor living that makes Winona so special.  

 

Warm Regards, 

Uncle Jeffrey Lamson   (2002-2019) 

The BAT 2014 

Intermediate Unit Director 

 


