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The second half of our camp season is humming along. The new campers have settled into the daily routine and 
now look and act like Winona veterans. The boys that have been with us all summer have been a great help in 
getting everyone acclimated to camp life. This past week has been incredibly busy as evidenced by the events 
detailed in this newsletter. I still marvel sometimes at the variety of activities that Junior campers can choose 
from. We have four activity periods with up to twenty choices for the boys to try each and every day. What fun!  
Enough of my ramblings - let’s get to the week that was…  
 

Wednesday afternoon Junior Winona hosted Camp Wigwam for a baseball game. Coaches Uncles Eric, Chip and 
Potz brought Ike Dutton, Koa Brown, Cal Stubbs, Charlie Smith, Tom Spater, Noah Kahn, Ben 
Lemieux, Barty Hall, Aidan Tomlinson, Daniel Squair, Ben Beckerman and Corliss Ordway to our own 

field for the contest. Charlie started on the mound for the Winona squad. After giving up three 
runs in the first inning, Charlie worked the offense in the bottom of the 1st inning with a bases-
clearing double to bring the score to 3-2. After the 3rd inning, Cal came in as relief. Cal pitched 
two scoreless innings to send the game into the 6th. Tom came in to finish the game in the top of 
the 6th. After a hard fought game, with many great plays, the boys succumbed 9-5. We’ll get ‘em 
next time, boys! 

 

Thursday found Uncles Lime and Branden taking our first trippers of the second session on an overnight 
mountain trip. Joining them was the Staunch and True crew of Barty Hall, Charlie Smith, Baird Hruska, Jack 
McGovern, Sam Liddle, Gabriel Nigrovic and Devon Hermes. The boys had an early breakfast before the 
drive to the Western White Mountains and the beautiful Waterville Valley, New Hampshire. Before arriving in 
Waterville Valley, the boys took a day trip up rugged Mount Osceola. At 4340 feet, it was the highest summit that 
Junior had been to this year, along with being the first peak of the summer over 4000 feet. At the summit, the 
boys were treated to some magnificent views, and they recreated a photo Uncle Lime had taken on the summit 
back in the 1960s. 

After a fast descent, the boys headed to the home of Uncle Branden. While he cooked up some scrumptious 
lasagna, couscous and pudding, Lime kept the boys entertained with some short hikes. After dinner, the boys took 
a trip to an old ski mountain, where Uncle Branden showed them a training sight for the “filthiest skiers” in the 
nation (filthy meaning good in this context).  

The boys awoke early next morning to some dark clouds, but this did not dampen the group’s spirits. They 
shipped out early on a local hike to Goodrich Rock, a boulder that is believed to be the largest glacial erratic in 
New Hampshire. On route to the rock, the boys passed some other spectacular geologic features. Some of these 
rock features included The Titanic, The Lemon Squeeze and Three Peas in a Pod, just to name a few. Finally, the 
boys approached Goodrich Rock, and they were amazed to see that this massive boulder was nearly 60 feet tall! 
They climbed around the rock where they discovered a ladder that ascended to the top of the rock. Everybody 
climbed to the top, but unfortunately, the rain chased the boys to safer confines. After a speedy climb down, the 
boys got back in the van and had one last look at those “filthy skiers.”  

After a short rest hour, the boys packed up. However, the adventures weren’t over yet! On the way 
back to camp, one last stop was made at the beautiful Swift River along the Kancamagus Highway. 
Here, the boys jumped into freezing-cold pools, slid down some slides, relaxed under waterfalls, and 
saw more rock formations, all before heading back to the shores of Moose Pond. The boys had an 
amazing trip and Junior will definitely be going back again next year! 
 

On Thursday morning Uncles Walker, Matt and Jas took campers Riley Gale, Cal Stubbs, 
Anthony Weaver, Jan Maikel Vila Cestero, Keven Morel Perez, Renzo Martinez, Ike 
Dutton, Ellis Thompson and Noah Kahn to Loon Isle. The boys paddled south on Moose Pond 
with perfect canoeing conditions, the lake being calm and the sun shining. After setting-up camp the 
boys enjoyed games, swimming and exploring the island. The group had delicious meals throughout 

the trip like pizza pita pockets, Mexican lasagna and breakfast sandwiches. The boys finished the night with some 
s’mores around the fire and a story before bed. The paddle back the next day was once again sunny and calm, 
and the boys were able to enjoy a quick stop at Eagle Rock. After their swim, a slight drizzle rolled in and they 
arrived back at Winona just in time for pizza Friday! The campers have been raving about the trip for the past few 
days.  
                              (Over for more news!!) 

 

The fun keeps on coming!  

The junior times 

August 3, 2016 
 

Editors Note: Your son’s unit’s weekly Newsletter may also be accessed online: http://winonacamps.com/welcome-parents/unit-

newsletters. Please note that in the weekly unit Newsletters, we focus primarily on out-of-camp trips and sporting competitions 

which are just a small part of the entire program here at Winona.  

    You can find current photos of Winona by visiting us on our Facebook page (Winona Camps – Maine). 
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On Friday morning Uncles Chip and Potz led the newly formed Junior kickball team, 
consisting of Collin Bevin, Xander Goodman, Will Hogue, Ryan Hays, Ward Jenkins, 
Ben Lemieux, Alex Lowe, Duncan May, Jack Moore, Frank Sherlock and Leif Sonne 
to Camp Wigwam. Although the team fell behind on the scoreboard early, Winona never gave 
up, displaying the type of character and perseverance that made their coaches proud.  Of 
particular note, Collin was a wall at shortstop, and Ben garnered a pretty RBI to send Alex 
across home plate.  Despite a heroic effort, the Winona team was not able to secure the win, 
but had a great time all the same.  

 

Early Saturday morning the boys were surprised by double BAT showing at line-up. The boys 
were listening to the announcements for the day when two BATs rounded the corner and 
unleashed their trademark screams. The BATs quickly turned to attempt their escape to the 
Junior ball field. All the campers received a great view of the two masked men and chattered 
about the showing all the way to breakfast. 
 

On Saturday Uncle Peter and Aunt Callie brought Gray Devine, Will Hogue, Max Worman, Aidan 
Tomlinson, Max Olson, Leo Frankel, Max Chassat and Henry Hoffman to the Big “W” Swim Meet at the 
north end of camp. Winona was represented by all three units and finished third out of the six attending camps. 
We are happy to congratulate our sister camp, Wyonegonic, for placing first overall. The Junior boys participating 
fought hard and did very well in the choppy lake waters. A big shout out goes to Gray on being the only Junior to 
win his individual event! The boys displayed their skills in sportsmanship, as well as swimming, throughout the 
entire afternoon. We were extremely proud to have our Junior campers participate in such a large event. This was 
the perfect way to display the skills they have been working on at the Junior swim docks all summer. 
 

Saturday night found Junior, once again, gathered for our unit campfire. Under the careful instruction of Uncle 
Walker, the campers learned and then belted out the Junior song. They listened to the tales of the Coozy 
Brothers, a time traveling duo that explored the past in comical fashion. The Juniors also shared some laughs with 
the crazy Moustache Men, while enjoying the starry sky and a crackling fire. Tent 9 (Koa Brown, Ike Dutton, 
Logan Hubbell, Alex Lowe) and Tent 10 (Jack Moore, Gabriel Nigrovic, Corliss Ordway, Charlie Smith) 
took part presenting tent skits to the unit with their counselors. The entire unit participated in solving mysteries 
with some help from Aunt Nancy. The night ended with the Men of Distinction, a tradition where counselors 
recognize campers that have exhibited character traits such as kindness, sportsmanship, and selflessness. Thanks 
to all the counselors and boys for their participation, and for making this weekly event a continued success into the 
second half. 
 

Sunday evening Uncles Eric, Nick and Rob led a unique nocturnal adventure to 
Jockey Cap for dinner and a secret surprise. The staunch crew included Corliss 
Ordway, Koa Brown, Leif Sonne, Nuer Bol Rik, Aiden Bevin, Renzo 
Martinez, Wesley Persons, Max Olsen, Peter King and Frank Sherlock. After 
a quick ascent the boys reached the summit and were greeted with the spectacular 
views of the White Mountains. The group set up a makeshift kitchen and began 
cooking chicken and bacon, the main ingredients for the ultimate mountain trip 
sandwich. Many of the boys commented that the chicken, bacon, cheese sandwich 
with all the fixings, was the best sandwich they had ever had tasted. 

After dinner, Uncle Rob surprised the boys with Lodge (weekly candy bar), which poured, out of his 
shirt, much to the glee of the assembled. The group enjoyed a fantastic sunset over the peaks to the 
West and then headed down the mountain. This was a first evening-only mountain trip in recent 
memory for Junior Winona, but based on the reaction of the group that participated, it will likely 
become an annual adventure.  All had a good time!  
 

On Monday afternoon Uncles Walker, David and Mitch took campers Ben Lemieux, Max Olson, Ryan Hays, 
Renzo Martinez, Leo Frankel, Xander Goodman, Daniel Squair and Barty Hall on a canoe trip to Kezar 
Pond. The boys started their trip at the Hemlock Covered Bridge, an incredible Maine historical landmark built in 
1857 to serve the local horse drawn carriages of the original farming community. The boys paddled up the old 
course of the Saco River into Kezar pond in a light drizzle, but made camp under a clear evening sky. After a filling 
hobo chicken dinner, everyone enjoyed blueberry upside down cake baked in a Dutch oven, using the freshly 
picked blueberries that the boys had collected earlier in the day. The following morning was beautiful, and our 
intrepid paddlers were joined by a curious blue jay that, along with a great blue heron, kept them company for 
much of the return trip.  Everyone agreed it was a fantastic adventure on the water. 
 

Monday morning proved to be busy as campers Max Worman, Jack Moore, Nathan Monchik, Henry 
Hoffman, Jack McGovern, Max Chassat, Alex Lowe, Noah Kahn and Pete Murray joined Uncles Lime, 
Branden and Eric on a mountain trip to Albany Mountain in the Eastern White Mountains. This trip also included 
a guest appearance from George Cummings, a long time canoe trip counselor at Winona. The boys shipped out  
after breakfast and began their hike early. They climbed quickly through the hemlock forests, around swamps, and 
soon after they discovered a beautiful overlook with great views of the Maine wilderness. After grabbing snacks on 
the overlook, the boys headed for the main summit of Albany Mountain, which they reached in no time at all. At 
the summit they found open ledges and views in all directions, including a great view of Pleasant Mountain from 
afar. After eating lunch, the boys climbed back down Albany, and arrived at the van with time to spare. Uncle Lime 
made the quick decision to stop by nearby Bethel and go to the new Mineral Museum there. The boys loved the 
museum, and they even got to see some rocks from the moon and Mars! Nathan found a mystery rock on the 
mountain, which he brought to the museum to be identified. The rock turned out to be red garnet. Overall, 
everybody had an awesome time and all had a great trip. 



 3 

 

Tuesday morning Uncles Zach, Jas and Peter continued to provide an opportunity for the boys to experience 
nature as they took campers Lyle Fuchs, Frank Sherlock, Sam Liddle, Gabriel Nigrovic, Duncan May, Ellis 
Thompson, Peter King, Nuer Bol Rik and Riley Gale across the lake and for a hike up Pleasant Mountain. 
After being chauffeured across the lake in Uncle Zach’s powerboat, the group ascended up the Bald Peak Trail. 
This short but steep hike is a great way for campers of all skill levels to make this coveted summit. From the 
summit they had views of Treasure Island, located in front of Intermediate, as well as unlimited access to wild 
Maine blueberries.  The boys spent the rest of the day picking blueberries, descending back down to Moose Pond, 
and enjoying an afternoon swimming from Pencil Point. 
 

Tuesday also found Uncles Drew and Nick traveling to Camp O-AT-KA with Koa Brown, Baird 
Hruska, Ward Jenkins, Collin Bevin, Lorenzo Vannoni, Ben Beckerman and Ike Dutton 
for a highly anticipated tennis match. The tennis team played five games, consisting of two 
doubles matches and three singles matches. Despite the valiant efforts of our singles players Baird, 
Koa and Ward, all succumbed to O-AT-KA after many hard fought games. Ward’s set was 
extremely close, losing each game only by a point or two. On the other hand, our doubles players 
had closer matches. Ike and Lorenzo won their match, whereas Collin and Ben only lost their 
match by one game. All-in-all every camper on the tennis team had a great time and smiles were 
seen all around. Rumor has it that the stop for ice cream on the return trip made those smiles 
even bigger. 
 

On Tuesday, naturalist and survivalist Ray Reitze visited Winona to teach campers and counselors 
wilderness skills.  Ray is a regular guest at the Maine Canoe Symposium, which is held at Winona 
in early June, but this was the first time Ray has worked with our campers. During two ecology 
activity periods, Uncle Jack and Aunt Laura, along with Charlie Smith, Everett May, Leif 
Sonne, Gray Devine, Wesley Persons, Keven Morel Perez, Noah Kahn, Will Hogue, Gus 
Kolva, Camden Hawkes, Aiden Tomlinson and Logan Hubbell gathered with Ray and his 
two assistants. Campers and counselors learned how to make a fire using only a bow and three 
sticks, as well as weave rope using the fibrous inner bark of the basswood tree. The campers then 

followed Ray on a walkabout around the unit, identifying and tasting many of the edible plants that hide in plain 
sight at Winona. Everyone greatly enjoyed Ray’s visit and we hope he returns next summer. 
 

The tribal competition continues to be exciting to watch this summer. The Ojibways hold a slim lead over the 
Mohawks, Senecas, and Delawares. The Ojibways may have the lead but all the tribes have made huge strides this 
week with successful showings of the tribal stick. The gap between all the tribes has shrunk considerably in the 
second session as the second session campers have infused the proceedings with a new energy. We’ll be watching 
closely as we come down the stretch to Awards Night. 
 
 

Tribal stick captures and finds for this week – Corliss Ordway (x2), Tom Spater (2), Koa Brown, Jack 
McGovern, Ryan Hays, Renzo Martinez, Ward Jenkins 
 

In other award news, the boys of Tent 2 (Nuer Bol Rik, Will Hogue, Duncan May, Lorenzo Vannoni) under 
the leadership of Uncle Connor and Aunt Carmen took the top spot of the tent score rankings, seizing the “Best 
Tent” award for the week. The boys were excited for the recognition and extra lodge that goes with the award.  All 
the boys in the unit are doing well, as evidenced by how close the race for first place was this week, with keeping 
their tents and cabins looking good throughout the summer. Keep up the hard work, boys! 
 

I conclude with the second session Advance Guard group preparing to depart for the Aquaboggan Water Park.  
The excitement in the unit is evident! The boys are lathered with sunscreen, new Advance Guard t-shirts are on, 
and they are ready to slip and slide the day away. The atmosphere here on Moose Pond is 
absolutely perfect and the boys who remain here for the day have an amazing choice of 
activities, including tubing on the lake and a very special fishing trip. Thanks again for sharing 
your sons with us this summer. Until next week…  

 
Uncle Jim Morse 

Junior Unit Director (Wi 1982-1989, 1991-1995, 2008-2016) 

The BAT 1991 
 


