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senior NEWSLETTER 

August 17, 2016 
 

As I sit here writing to you for the last time, all of your boys are on their way home, and the noise in the Senior 
unit has gone from what is referred to as “boy noise” to the simple sound of the wind through the trees of the 
grove. While I do truly love the wind, I must admit that I already miss the noise of campers from the tent line. If 
history holds true, your kids will arrive home, pretty much sleep for a day or two, and then go into a bit of a 
“camp sick” phase, as they will miss the action and companionships of the summer. This past week was as full as 
any of the summer, even though there were comparatively fewer games and trips, as many were finishing up 
activity requirements, and everyone was involved in Red/Gray competition. The “idle” option was simply not on the 
menu as we finished up the season of 109! 
 

The Activity Master Chart closed this week, and with it, a flurry of new full Merits, Distinctions, and Excellences 
were awarded.  
Earning Merits were: Kristian Baker, James Bennett, Mason Bloomquist, Eduardo DaSilva, Parker 
Fairfield, Harry Greenblatt, Diego-Arturo Mantilla, Francisco-Fernando Mantilla, Juan-Felipe Mantilla, 
Jack McCarthy, Alex McLaughlin, Luis Sanabria, Andres Sanz, Jacob Shoshan, Riley Snow, Charlie 
Sullivan, Bob Verniers, Parker Wright and Steven Zhang 

Earning Distinctions were: Will Ansaldi, George Boulukos, Nico Cuenca, Patrick DeMatteo, Peter 
Fulweiler, Rishi Goel, Jal Kouk, Dan Krause, Jackson Libby, Juan-Felipe Mantilla, Charlie Ngoal, Ben 
Nigrovic, Elijah Rosen, Ingimundur Sigfusson, Finn Stubbs and Daniel Weeder 

Earning Excellences were: Nico Cuena, Patrick DeMatteo, Reiland Domingue, Peter Fulweiler, Rishi Goel, 
Jal Kouk, Dan Krause, Connor Owen, Elijah Rosen, Finn Stubbs, Olivier Vasconcelles and John Walker 

It should also be noted that more than 100% of the unit (including 1st half campers) earned their merits in 
swimming. In the end, it was once again Eduardo Perez Ortiz who was this year’s Senior High Point winner, 
amassing 13 Merits, 11 Distinctions, and 9 Excellences. Congratulations Eduardo!  
 

Since I last wrote, the energy of the men of Senior has been focused primarily on Red/Gray competition and 
special events such as Laser Tag, Treasure Hunt and most importantly Senior Circus. This year’s Laser Tag was 
another huge success with both morning and afternoon games filled with action, with the Reds taking the morning 
games and the Grays bringing it home in the afternoon. 
 

Treasure Hunt is another big annual event for the Senior unit, and is basically one long scavenger hunt at night. 
The Grays and Reds break up into three smaller groups designated A, B & C and are off and running! The A group 
runs a good bit further than the others with clues that are easier, while the C group runs less but with much 
harder clues. The boys began the “hunt” at about 8:00 pm with headlamps and flashlights at the ready and ended 
at about 10:00 pm with the Grays winning the A & C groups and the Reds winning the B group.   

Senior Circus is the summer’s highlight for many campers, regardless of age or unit. I actually remember (with 
surprising detail) my first Senior Circus as a Junior camper (1964!). Basically your boys turn the Cobb Memorial 
Building into a carnival and the surrounding area into a sort-of fair. The circus starts with a parade to the other 
units on the stake truck, leading the entire camp to the Dining Hall for the Circus dinner. Once we have shot about 
a million miles of silly string, and eaten our fill, it’s off to Senior! There were booths that offered a variety of games 
from bowling to balloon shaving, and from darts to candle shoot. Bench joust and sumo wrestling were also 
offered, with the entire 2nd floor of the Cobb Memorial dedicated to the time-honored favorite: the haunted house. 
Outside, crate climbing was the attraction, with the Senior Wiggy Casino rounding it all out. The currency for the 
evening is the almighty NECCO wafer, which serves as both currency and candy. I’m pretty sure Winona puts in 
one of the larger NECCO orders the company receives, as we do go through an awful lot of them!  
 

Well that about does it for the week!  I could spell it out in more detail, but I think it would be wiser and a good 
deal more real if I let the boys speak for themselves and fill you in on the amazing summers they had. On behalf 
of my staff (who, by the way, also enjoyed every minute of teaching, laughing and mentoring your boys), I would 
like to thank you for the loan of your children for the summer. Each camper went after all that Winona had to offer 
and did it with amazing growth, great attitudes, and a real love for the shores and each other. As not only a Unit 
Director, but a camp parent as well, it is impossible to ask for a whole lot more. Based on all the tears I saw on 
Awards Night, as the campers said goodbye to one another, it is a pretty safe bet that a lot went right this year, 
and I hope to see you all next year for Winona’s 110th summer. Until then, this is Uncle Clay, one last time, from 
his desk on the shores of the most beautiful lake in the world, wishing you the best for amazing winter! 
Clayton “Clay” Miles (1964-1974, 1976-1982, 2004-2016) 

The BAT 1978 

Senior Unit Director 

(Over for more news & banner information…) 
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Editors Note: Your son’s unit’s weekly Newsletter may also be accessed online: http://winonacamps.com/welcome-parents/unit-

newsletters. Please note that in the weekly unit Newsletters, we focus primarily on out-of-camp trips and sporting competitions 

which are just a small part of the entire program here at Winona.  

You can find current photos of Winona by visiting us on our Facebook page (Winona Camps – Maine). 

 

2016 SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP BANNER 

   

Year 2016 

BEST CAMPER Daniel Weeder   

2nd BEST CAMPER Andres Hubsch John Walker 

HONORABLE MENTION Jacob Shoshan   

   

 ACTIVITY  CHAMPION  HONORABLE MENTION 

Swimming Robin Nizou Benjamin Stevens 

Canoeing Rishi Goel Nicholas MacConnell & Derek McDonald 

Campcraft William Ansaldi 

Nicholas MacConnell &  

 Edurado Perez Ortis 

Riflery Elijah Rosen Rijs Johansongordet 

Archery Jakob Brattke Jacob Shoshan 

Tennis Finn Stubbs Troy Rigby & Juan-Felipe Mantilla 

Baseball Zachary Targoff Harold Chadwick & Christian Sweeney 

Arts Mason Canon William Purtzer 

Recreational Sailing Finn Stubbs Harold Chadwick 

Regatta Sailing Nicholas Voyzey Jackson Libby & Augustus Edwards 

Riding Parker Stair   Mason Canon 

Soccer Dierhow Bol Bol William Virden & Alexander McLaughlin 

Kayaking Edward Kolva & Andres Hubsch   

Tech Rock Reiland Domingue & Peter Fulweiler   

Sloyd Riley Snow Charles Sullivan & William Ansaldi 

Lacrosse Reiland Domingue Diego-Arturo Mantilla 

Basketball William Virden Courvoiser Pippin & Charlie Ngoal 

Windsurfing Oliver Vasconcelles Oliver Moss & Brandon Fields 

Mountain Biking Daniel Krause Andrew Buckley 

    

Tribal Winner    Ojibway  

Color Team GRAY  

JL Gorham Smith Award Cody Wasuta  

Senior High Point Eduardo Perez Ortiz  

Douglas W. Turrell Award Ingimundur Sigfusson  

   

JUNIOR MAINE GUIDES  TRIP BANNER 

Rishi Goel  Benjamin Stevens 

Rijs Johansongordet  Jacob Shoshan 

Derek McDonald  Ingimundur Sigfusson 

  Rishi Goel 

  Agustin Cordero 

  Francisco-Fernando Mantilla 

  Elijah Rosen 

  Spencer Sudduth 

  Daniel Weeder 
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