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“Boy Noise”, and all the wonderful activities attached to it, continues to fill every nook and cranny here at Junior 
Winona. This past week saw the honors Mountain and Canoe trips go on grand adventures. Today we have the 
Sturdley Cup playoffs and we will finish the day with Air Band. Red/Gray week is in full swing as we hurtle to the 
finish line. The boys are learning, and maturing, as they gain independence through all the varied experiences 
offered in Junior. It is a joy to watch them grow. 

The week that was… 
 

The honors Mountain trip, left camp on Thursday to conquer the highest peak in New England, Mount Washington. 
Uncles Lime and Branden were accompanied by Barty Hall, Daniel Squair, Ike Dutton, Jack Moore, 
Gabriel Nigrovic, Baird Hruska and Ellis Thompson. This trip rewards the boys that have shown strong ability 
on mountain trips this summer. 
 

Day one of the trip saw the group leave camp in the morning and then have lunch at Pinkham Notch. Next up was 
a 2.4-mile hike, with 1900 feet of ascent to Hermit Lake Shelter.  

Dawn of the next day found the group making preparations for the final push to the 6,288 
foot summit. Because there were very few other people staying at Hermit Lake Thursday 
night, this year’s Juniors had the entire ravine hike to themselves. The views constantly 
became more awe inspiring. By 10:00 that morning, they arrived at the series of massive 
summit buildings, getting the traditional photograph taken by the famous Mount Washington 
sign. The descent began with a hike on the Crawford Path where they could get striking 
views of the Northern Presidentials. They then crossed over to the much less hiked Boot’s 
Spur, still well above tree line, but with views in which Uncle Branden spied not only Pleasant 
Mountain, but also Moose Pond some 30 miles away. The boys ended the day with pizza on 
the camp stove and some other savory treats. 

Day three of the trip had the group up early to pack out the camp. The boys cruised down to 
Pinkham Notch after a stop at Crystal Falls. At the Pinkham Notch Center the boys reviewed 

the trip using a three-dimensional map of the mountain and were able to understand the trip from a different 
perspective. Well done, boys! 
 

The honors Canoe trip, much like the group on Mount Washington, recognized those campers that have succeeded 
on the lakes and rivers this summer, was led by Uncles Jonathan, Jack and Julian. Campers Lorenzo 
Vannoni, Henry Hoffman, Jack McGovern, Ryan Hays, Leo Frankel, Riley Gale, Nathan Monchik, Frank 
Sherlock and Devon Hermes were treated to a three-day, two-night extravaganza in the woods of Maine. Three 
eagles were spotted, one of which flew just a few yards over the heads of the excited counselors and campers – a 
good augury for an excellent trip! 

 

Day one had the group paddling to the Raven campsite on Cupsuptic Lake, having dinner and then 
settling into a campfire under the stars. The second day saw the group traveling to Stoney Batter 
campsite on Mooselookmeguntic Lake where they had lunch, set up camp, played games and 
enjoyed a windy swim before the sun set. The group shared stories and memories of the trip 
around a campfire. On day three the group woke up early, had breakfast and made the short paddle 
to Haines Landing for their pick up. The counselors reported that the group did a great job and 
there were many stories to tell at our last unit campfire. Once again, the Maine wilderness did not 
disappoint.   

 

Thursday also saw Aunt Laura and Uncles Connor and James together with Nuer Bol 
Rik, Camden Hawkes, Peter King, Gus Kolva, Everett May, Keven Morel Perez, 
Pete Murray, Leif Sonne, Ben Lemieux, Renzo Martinez, Will Hogue and Wesley 
Persons go on an Ecology trip to Sherman Farms in Conway, New Hampshire. The group 
explored the grounds of the farm and talked about the benefits of buying local meats and 
produce. The campers enjoyed petting and feeding goats, looking at the dairy cows at the 
farm and cutting a bouquet of beautiful flowers for Aunt Michelle Ordway. After touring 

the farm and sampling various flavors of milk, the group returned to camp where the counselors prepared a 
delicious dinner made with fresh beef and vegetables from the farm, and finished with Sherman Farms' ice cream 
and wild blueberries for dessert! The campers had fun learning about, and experiencing first-hand, the benefits of 
local community farms. 

(Over for more news!!) 
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    You can find current photos of Winona by visiting us on our Facebook page (Winona Camps – Maine). 
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Thursday was injected with some extra excitement when Junior was graced by the appearance of two BATs – 
TWICE! The BATs snuck behind the assembly, let out a combined scream and quickly made an escape out the 
back of the Junior Wiggy. Tom Spater, Nuer Bol Rik and Ben Lemieux were all close with the pursuit. The 
boys were brought back together and were surprised by an immediate return visit by both BATs. The BATs once 
again snuck behind the assembled, this time getting even closer to the campers. So close in fact that Corliss 
Ordway was able to grab on to one. It caused The BAT to hesitate for a moment before following his compadre 
out the door and down CIT road.  Another close call but I’m happy to report all is well with our favorite chiroptera. 
 

On Friday Junior Winona went on a surprise mini-golf trip with Uncles Robbie, Chip and 
Coach Z. The campers that were willing to try their luck with the twists and turns of the course 
were Ben Lemieux, Ward Jenkins, Koa Brown, Tom Spater, Charlie Smith, Aiden 
Bevin, Collin Bevin, Aiden Tomlinson, Gus Kolva, Renzo Martinez, Lyle Fuchs and 
Keven Morel Perez. Charlie impressed the competition with a group best score of 49. On the 
way back to camp the kids sang to the classics with broad smiles across their faces. Coach Z 
was happy to report that it was a “way above average” trip. 
 

Saturday night found Junior, once again, gathered for a campfire. The boys belted out camp songs, listened to 
stories and shared memories from the week. Tent 11 (Ben Beckerman, Leo Frankel, Matt MacDougall, Jan 
Maikel Vila Cestero), Tent 1 (Lyle Fuchs, Camden Hawkes, Wesley Persons, Leif Sonne) and Tent 12 
(Tom Spater, Gus Kolva, Noah Kahn, Baird Hruska) planned and delivered tent skits to the unit. Knock Knock 
Knuckles (our resident jokester) returned, adding more levity to the proceedings. We also had the Coozy Brothers 
come for a visit and had the wise cracking Mustache Men attend as well. The entire unit participated in solving two
-minute mysteries with Aunt Nancy and then listened as the counselors passed the sharing stick, recognizing our 
“Men of Distinction” of the second half. The “Men of Distinction” recognizes those campers that have gone above 
and beyond to help their fellow campers or the unit as a whole. The weather cooperated and the gathering was a 
great way to end our day. 
 

On Sunday many in the unit participated in the annual Wyo-Winona Road Race. The course is 4.2 miles and is very 
hilly; a challenge for any skill level. I was impressed by our campers and staff that took part in the event. I 
apologize if I missed anyone, as some runners did not report to the scorer’s table at the end of the race. Also, a 
huge thank you to Uncles Matt and John for helping with the organization at the end of the race. 
 

From the race results, those that completed the race for Junior were Uncles Adam, Mitch, Drew, Branden, 
Nick, Jas, Dom, Eric, Peter, Chip, David, Robbie, and Aunts Carmen and Sadie along with campers Koa 
Brown, Ben Lemieux, Corliss Ordway, Charlie Smith, Cal Stubbs, Gabriel Nigrovic, Tom Spater, Ryan 
Hays, Ben Beckerman, Will Hogue, Jack McGovern, Ike Dutton, Lyle Fuchs, Alex Lowe, Ward Jenkins, 
Devon Hermes, Riley Gale, Leif Sonne, Xander Goodman and Nuer Bol Rik. Congratulations to all that 
attempted and finished. A special shout out to Junior’s own Uncle Dom who won the race for a fifth time! 
 

On Sunday night we had another visit from the world famous BAT. During our traditional 
announcements of Best Tent and the awarding of lodge, the BAT was able to sneak to the back 
of the group due to the rapt attention of the assembled. The focus to the front was so intense 
that The BAT was able to sit in a chair and watch the proceedings!  When the lodge was in 
place I took one piece of candy and threw it to The BAT. When the group turned they were 
surprised to see the cloaked figure staring back. The campers jumped into action and chased 
The BAT until he disappeared in a cloud of dust near the tennis courts. 
 
 

 

Immediately after all the excitement the boys of Tent 2 (Nuer Bol Rik, Will Hogue, Duncan May, 

Lorenzo Vannoni) were thrilled to learn that they had, once again, secured the coveted Best Tent award 

for cleanest and most organized tent of the week and the resulting extra lodge.  Well done, boys! 
 

Monday morning, Uncles Lime, Branden, James and Cousin C.I.T. Nate continued to provide an opportunity 
for the boys to experience nature as they took campers Camden Hawkes, Lorenzo Vannoni, Devon Hermes, 
Peter King, Aiden Bevin, Xander Goodman, Ben Lemieux, Max Olson, Frank Sherlock and Gus Kolva to 
hike Mount Stanton near the famous Storyland in Glen, New Hampshire. 
 

Mount Stanton offers a main trail with sections of easy hiking and then some more 
difficult steep patches, perfect for the boys of Junior. The group had dramatic views of 
the Saco River as they ascended the peak. From the summit they had views of Kearsarge, 
Attitash ski area and Doublehead. Uncles Lime and Branden have a wealth of knowledge 
about the Whites and that was shared with the boys at the top. The boys finished with a 
swim at Jackson Falls, a natural water wonderland just fifteen minutes from the trailhead. 
The group rolled into camp just in time for dinner, which was followed by Banana Split 
Night. 
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Monday also saw our canoe trippers head out on the lake again, this time to Newt’s Isle. Uncles Walker, Dom 
and David brought Will Hogue, Matt MacDougall, Charlie Smith, Gray Devine, Pete Murray, Collin 
Bevin, Renzo Martinez, Jack Moore and Ellis Thompson on the last canoe trip of the 2016 season. The boys 

started with a strong headwind and clear conditions. Upon their arrival to the island, the boys set-
up camp and enjoyed a lunch of “buffalo bombers” (a variation of the popular Winona classic 
chicken bombers, aka: chicken patties). After lunch, the trippers took a breather for rest hour and 
emerged from their tents to explore the island and play games. Later that evening the boys 
enjoyed a fire-cooked BBQ chicken dinner with corn on the cob and, much to their delight, got to 

take an evening cruise on the Bat Barge to camp for Banana Split Night! After they arrived back to Newt’s Isle, the 
trippers sat down for a campfire. The boys roasted s’mores, reminisced about their day and told stories before 
bed. The next morning the boys packed up camp and set out on a glassy lake for their return trip. The campers, 
many of them first time canoe trippers, have been talking about the trip ever since. Will even described the trip as 
“awesomefuntastic”! 
 

On Wednesday Uncles Lime and Aunt Nancy lead a mineral collecting trip to 
Greenwood, Maine, to an open pit mine that is available to the public. Joining them were 
Camden Hawkes, Duncan May, Peter King and Devon Hermes. Seldom do the 
boys find anything of value, but aided by their safety goggles and hammers, the wish of 
finding mineral treasure is always strong on these trips. The most common minerals 
found were several varieties of quartz, garnet, feldspar, mica and tourmaline. Because it 
was a short drive and a short hike in, the group was able to return for rest hour and the 
air band activities that followed. The campers had fun learning local geology. 
 

The boys of Junior continue to work hard fulfilling the requirements in our many activities to earn Chipmunks, 
Beavers, and for some, Eagles.  Pins were awarded in the following levels this week: 
 

Chipmunks – Baird Hruska, Riley Gale, Nuer Bol Rik, Cal Stubbs, Collin Bevin, Charlie Smith, Jack 
Moore, Barty Hall, Will Hogue, Duncan May, Gray Devine 
 

Beavers – Tom Spater, Lorenzo Vannoni, Ryan Hays, Ben Lemieux, Anthony Weaver, Jan Maikel Vila 
Cestero, Leif Sonne 
 

Eagles – Tom Spater, Anthony Weaver, Lorenzo Vannoni, Ryan Hays 
 

 

The tribal competition continues to be very entertaining to watch this summer. The Ojibways hold the lead on the 
Mohawks, Senecas, and Delawares. The Ojibways may have the lead but all the tribes have made strides this week 
with creative showings of the tribal stick. We’ll be watching closely as we come down the stretch.  Can the 
Ojibways hold on through Treasure Hunt and the last week of competition? Only time, and the work of all the 
tribes, will help illuminate this answer for all of us. 
 

Captures and finds – Corliss Ordway (x5), Ward Jenkins and Ryan Hays 
 

I hope this newsletter finds your families well as the summer winds down. Your boys will be returning soon with 
tales of their adventures here on the shores of Moose Pond. My hope is that years from now those adventures will 
be kept in their hearts and shared around the campfire. Until next time… 
 
Uncle Jim Morse 
Junior Unit Director (Wi 1982-1989, 1991-1995, 2008-2016) 
The BAT 1991 
 


