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Greetings and salutations from the Inty Winona shores of Moose Pond. The boys of Camp 9, as Inty is called 
in Winona lingo, have gotten off to an absolutely incredible start. Mother Nature has given us beautiful, 
classic summer days to kick off the 109th season, and as we all learned at Sunday Service, we are seizing the 
opportunities put before us, with friends, fun, and adventure. 
 

Opening Day was very lively with greeting old friends, meeting new friends, swim tests, canoe tip tests, and 
the Inty classic: Counselor Activity Introductions. This enabled us to jump right into activities on 
Thursday and campers started to earn their Chipmunks, the basic skill level, in almost all of our 
activities. I am confident that in next week’s newsletter I will be telling you about some of our 
campers having earned their Full Chipmunk, which requires campers to earn the Chipmunk level 
in at least seven different activities, three of which must be in Winona cornerstones: swimming, 
camp craft, and canoeing. 
 

On Friday evening in the Cobb Memorial Building all of camp gathered for “Winona Night”. This is a time to 
recognize last year’s banners and announce the color team and tribal leaders for the 2016 summer. I have no 
doubt that the 109 will be a lively and fun summer of friendly competition on the fields, in the grove, and 
chasing the Oscar (our white polar bear totem that the tribes spend the summer showing, chasing, and 
hiding). I am proud to announce the leaders for Intermediate: Gray Captain Chatim Kouk and Lieutenant 
Alex Learned, Red Co-Captains Ben Chadwick and Vitto Oprandi, Ojibway Chief Ian Hoffman and   
Sub-Chief Billy Strachan, Seneca Chief Henry Clark and Sub-Chiefs Ari Dennis and Max Jones, 
Delaware Chief Mason Cilley and Sub-Chief Rieky Bol Rik, Mohawk Chief Nuar Bol Bol and Sub-Chief 
Cooper Dutton. Congratulations to all and good luck! 
 

On Saturday the CITs (Counselors in Training) planned, created, and hosted our annual 
Tribal Games extravaganza. The games, obstacle courses, and challenges pit all the tribal 
members of all three units together against the other tribes. It was a perfect day weather-
wise, great sportsmanship abounded, and the kids had a blast exemplifying our “One Camp” 
mentality. Its great to see the campers of all ages working and playing together. Congrats to 
all and special thanks to the CITs. 

 

Believe it or not we have even managed to send out our first Mountain Trip. On Friday 
our intrepid mountaineers, Uncles Matt and Decker with campers PJ Henwood, 
Aidan Larrabee, Chase Gerber, Sasha Barinsky, Michael Atsuya, Elijah 
DeHart, Zimu Zhang, Max Jones, and Rieky Bol Rik sought out the heights of Mt. 
Avalon from Crawford Notch. They ventured through the winding steeps of the Avalon 
Trail, which started from the historic Crawford Depot, and were rewarded with fabulous 
views of the White Mountains surrounding them. Afterwards they swam at the famed, 
and also historic, 1st Bridge of the upper Saco River. Hard hiking, superb views, a trail 
lunch, and cool swim all made for a spectacular start to the Inty Mt. Trip season. 
 

I wouldn't have thought it possible to cap off such a start to the 109th season but at our first 
campfire Saturday night, in the middle of a reading of the classic tale “The Monkey’s Paw”, both 
BATs emerged from the dusk on the edge of the circle of campers, screamed mightily, and tore 
up the grove. Intys may have been startled but they rose to the chase…..and…….did NOT catch 
the BAT! 

 

 
 

Hard to imagine what a full week of camp will be like with mountain trips, canoe trips, athletic events, kayak 
trips, loads of in-camp activities, and so much more! 109 has truly gotten off to an exceptional start. Every 
one of my 31 years on the shores I consider special, and with amazing campers, a stellar staff, and a good 
dose of that Winona magic, this one has that vibe and more. 
 

Until next week, 
Uncle Andy Kearns 
Intermediate Unit Director 
 

Andrew “Andy” Kearns (1981-1984, 1986, 1987, 1989-2000, 2002-2007, 2010-2016) 
The BAT 1992 

Intermediate Unit Director 
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Editors Note: Your son’s unit’s weekly Newsletter may also be accessed online: http://winonacamps.com/welcome-

parents/unit-newsletters. Please note that in the weekly unit Newsletters, we focus primarily on out-of-camp trips 

and sporting competitions which are just a small part of the entire program here at Winona.  
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