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Opening Day of the second session at Winona is always an exciting day for campers, counselors and parents as we 
transition from one group of young men to another, including our full season campers. The weather cooperated 
with us, with all the in-coming campers meeting their tent counselors, settling into new living arrangements and 
beginning to meet new and old faces in games throughout the unit before the light rain showers arrived. It was a 
pleasure to meet, or reconnect, with those of you who were able to make the trip to Maine with your sons. 
 

We also said goodbye to many wonderful boys that were with us for the first half of the camp 
season. A huge thanks to all of the departing campers, as they were a ton of fun to have for the 
first 3-½ weeks, demonstrating a variety of strong character traits. Our last campfire on Friday 
had tent and activity awards, songs, skits from Tent 5 (Andrew Chen, Conrad Dube, JB 
Estes, Henry Sloss, Aidan Tomlinson), Tent 6 (Phelps Henry, Dassabre McPhee-Djan, 
Keven Morel Perez, Felix Saujet, David Steinbrick), Tent 13 (Matthew Gasperini, 
Isaac Greenwald, Ellis Thompson, Anthony Weaver) and a slide show by Uncle Rob of 

the first half action. We look forward to seeing those that left again next summer, either in Intermediate or right 
back here in Junior. And we are thrilled to continue our 109th season with our Full and Second session campers. 
 

Before we fully embrace the second session of camp we need to recap the action from the end of first session. I 
also have some news from the beginning of this week as we get the “new” unit into the routines of camp life. 
 

Wednesday started with a bang when our resident masked man, The BAT paid a visit to 
morning line-up. The BAT “swooped” out of the Junior Wiggy during morning line-up and 
woke up the sleepy group with his trademark scream. The boys quickly sprung into action, 
transitioning from sleepy morning zombies to BAT-catching speedsters. The entire line 
wheeled around and chased the cloaked figure from the bottom of the Wiggy, down the road 
to our CIT unit. Elijah Nacht and Koa Brown came incredibly close during the pursuit, navigating an array of 
blocking counselors. The boys had a great look at The BAT and the walk to breakfast was a little livelier after the 
special wake up. 
 

On Wednesday, Junior had a very special event that has its roots in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s 
and then inexplicably disappeared. Uncle Rob spearheaded the resurrection of Winona’s Pinewood 
Derby, where the campers were able to design and construct their own cars and then race them 
down a specially made track. The process involved picking a specific car design, sanding, painting, 
and then finally naming a car that would then represent their tribe at the “Winona 500”, a 
showdown of epic proportions. 
 
 

The day dawned with tribal flags flying, the track decorated with various Winona insignia and “official” announcers 
calling the race by race action. A special slow motion camera was flown in to take out any unfortunate human 
error during the exciting photo finishes. We started with four tribal brackets, each looking to send its top four cars 
into the Sweet Sixteen championship bracket. After many exciting races, using a double elimination format, we 
had the best each tribe had to offer for the finals. 
 

The following campers represented their tribes in the finals: 
 

Mohawks: Lucas Tchelikidi, Eli Shifrin, Matthew Gasperini, Aidan Tomlinson 

Delawares: Matty MacDougal, James Gasperini, Lyon Hancock, Caden Southworth 

Senecas: Daasabre McPhee-Djan, Leon Sohmen-Pao, Jan Maikel Vila Cestero, Lee Huffard 

Ojibways: Renzo Martinez, Andrew Chen, Jordi Quirch, Phelps Henry 
 

The championship round entranced the assembled as the races were exceedingly close. The boys were seen 
cheering each race and they showed great sportsmanship, whether it be in victory or defeat. The top four cars 
were called to the podium once the festivities had concluded. Seneca Lee Huffard finished fourth with his car. The 
Rainbow Bat, Mohawk Aidan Tomlinson finished third with A-BAT and Delaware James Gasperini finished a close 
second with the Golden Gaspo. Our champion was Daasabre McPhee-Djan with his super fast car, the Swift.  
Daasabre received a special trophy to bring home and received a mild milk bath on the podium to celebrate his 
victory. 
 

We also recognized those boys that spent the extra time to create a showpiece. The campers voted at a special 
booth for categories that did not involve racing elements. 
 
Most Creative with Camp Themes – Gus Kolva 
Best Decorated – Phelps Henry 
Best Use of Color – Koa Brown 
 
All the campers that participated will be bringing their cars home. I hope the cars will serve as a reminder of a fun 
event and the boys’ summer. Great job to all the campers! 
 
                              (Over for more news!!) 
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We were not quite done…    
 

Just when the “Winona 500” festivities were ending, the boys were surprised by a return visit from The BAT.  It is 
very rare to have two sightings in a day! As the awards were being given out The BAT crawled out from the 
underbrush behind Junior’s campfire circle. Before he could leap to the top of the enclosed circle, Graham Wilson 
was sprinting his way, having sniffed out the plan before it truly had a time to develop. The BAT still let loose a 
scream and ran to the Junior swim docks to escape. Leon Sohmen-Pao was very close at the end and boldly 
spoke of almost catching The BAT. 
 

On Thursday afternoon, Uncles Lime, Branden and James departed the shores with Sam 
Evans, Keven Morel Perez, Matt Gasperini, Leon Sohmen-Pao, Andrew Chen, Xander 
Krauskopf and Devon Hermes for a special mineral trip to the Lord Hill Mine near Kezar 
Lake. The boys brought their geology tools to explore the area for potential riches. The group 
examined minerals from the mine’s slag piles for almost an hour, allowing for practice with the 
geology hammers and hand lenses. The most unique finds included muscovite and biotite mica, 
milky and smoky quartz, feldspar, traces of red garnet and small amounts of a green mineral, 

which may have been apatite or lepidolite mica. The boys were allowed to fill a quart with their newfound 
treasures. Uncle Lime was pleased with the group’s focus and enthusiasm for the challenge. 
 

On Friday, whilst Junior camp was focused on packing out their trunks and other gear, Devon 
Hermes, Andrew Chen, Ellis Thompson and Nathan Monchik were lucky to be able to 
accompany Uncle Julian to the north end of camp for an archery match with Camp Owatonna. The 
four boys joined Intermediate camp for the competition and acquitted themselves well. It was a terrific 
match, but in the end, Winona came up just a little short. Ellis was the high point shooter for all the 
Winona archers (including Intermediate!) with 112 points over the course of 18 arrows. We are proud 
of the boys for doing so well in a very unique camp competition. 
 

Now onto the exciting second half of our camp season… 
 

Sunday morning found the entire camp gathered at the Lubrano Grove for the official start of the second session. 
The assembled camp sang camp songs, received second half chevrons and honor shirts, and discovered the 
identities of the campers that would lead the various teams in their quest to capture the banner. In the color wars, 
the defending champion Grays will attempt to repeat the feat under the leadership of Captain Ike Dutton and 
Lieutenants Noah Kahn and Jack McGovern. The Reds, hoping to return the banner to a brighter hue, will be 
lead by Co-Captains Charlie Smith and Baird Hruska and Lieutenant Ellis Thompson. The color competition is 
a dead heat right now and I look forward to a tight race down the home stretch. 
 

The tribal competition involves four different teams, all vying for recognition on the banner at the close of the 
summer’s competition, coming in just three short weeks. Chief Corliss Ordway and Sub-Chief Renzo Martinez 
will lead the 2015 banner champions, the Ojibways, as we enter the second half. All the tribes have been 
competitive this summer, with the tribal competition being as close as the current color results. The following 
Chiefs and Sub-Chiefs will lead their groups for the rest of this summer: 
 

 Delawares – Chief Koa Brown and Sub-Chiefs Henry Hoffman and Alex Lowe 

 Mohawks – Chief Gus Kolva and Sub-Chief Ward Jenkins 

 Senecas – Chief Tom Spater and Sub-Chief Ryan Hays 
 

In tribal action this past week Corliss Ordway (x2), Jordi Quirch, Ike Dutton, Michael Lu, Ben Beckerman, 
and Caden Southworth had captures. I look forward to adding names to this list as the tribal competition heats 
up and the new campers learn the nuances of this unique activity. The arriving group of campers has already 
impressed their advisors with their energy and enthusiasm for stick showings and I’m sure we’ll see more names 
next week. 
 

Good luck to both the color teams and all the tribes. Let’s continue to have a great summer of friendly 
competition. 
 

On Monday morning, Uncles Jonathan, John and Mitch set off for Newt’s Isle with a hardy group of canoe 
trippers. Joining the leaders on the adventure were Lyle Fuchs, Jack McGovern, Lorenzo Vannoni, Max 
Olson, Pete Murray, Sam Liddle, Peter King, Xander Goodman and Duncan May. The boys enjoyed a 
beautiful paddle on Monday morning, with clear skies and calm waters. Upon arrival the group set-up camp, had 
bacon grilled cheese sandwiches, a long refreshing free swim and played camp games. Uncle Jonathan ended the 
day with stories around the fire.  
 

In the morning our trippers were greeted with another gorgeous day and breezy conditions. The counselors 
reported that all the campers exhibited a positive attitude and great teamwork. Upon their return, our campers 
settled back into the routines of Junior and the Tuesday night movie, but shared tales of their night away once 
back with their tentmates. All realized a great two days! 

Editors Note: Your son’s unit’s weekly Newsletter may also be accessed online: http://winonacamps.com/welcome-parents/unit-

newsletters. Please note that in the weekly unit Newsletters, we focus primarily on out-of-camp trips and sporting competitions 

which are just a small part of the entire program here at Winona.  

    You can find current photos of Winona by visiting us on our Facebook page (Winona Camps – Maine). 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjLgf3xhuzNAhWHFz4KHdmoBUQQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebookbrand.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNGuj2w7YrcfohSqe3wH8YocsRUpiA&ust=1468348583172743
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Our first mountain trip of the second half also departed on Monday. Uncles Lime, Branden and Eric 
set off with Wesley Persons, Will Hogue, Riley Gale, Max Worman, Gray Devine, Jack 
Moore, Collin Bevin, Aidan Bevin, Ben Lemieux and Daniel Squair for Iron Mountain in 
Jackson, New Hampshire. Iron Mountain opens with a beautiful view across a grassy field of 
wildflowers with the highest peaks in New Hampshire in the background.  It is a view that resembles 
the backdrop in the opening scenes of the Sound of Music like no other in the Northeast. A mile later 
the group found themselves at the summit where the remains of an old fire tower could be seen. 
From there it was a half-mile hike back down the other side of the mountain where a series of 

massive granite slabs awaited the group. They had lunch and enjoyed different open views from Kearsarge to the 
east, Attitash Ski area to the south, and Osceola and Carrigan to the west. They spent over an hour in the area 
with no other groups, and only two other small groups on the mountain the entire day. The trip concluded with a 
swim at nearby Jackson Falls.  

Monday night found the entire unit on the tennis court for a Red/Gray game of Jailhouse Dodge Ball. 
The action proved to be fast and furious and ended with a double dose of adrenaline when two BATs 
made an appearance. The BATs ran up to the tennis courts and unleashed a combined scream for 
the campers. The BATs turned and made a hasty escape past the Junior Wiggy into a waiting vehicle. 
Many of the boys were very close as they had sensed the appearance and ran out the back of the 
court to make the showing a little more interesting than the counselors would have liked. 
 

On Tuesday Uncles Lime, Nick and Aunt Laura were out on the trail once again, bringing Tom Spater, Nuer 
Bol Rik, Corliss Ordway, Gabriel Nigrovic, Barty Hall, Renzo Martinez, Camden Hawkes, Frank 
Sherlock, Cal Stubbs and Leif Sonne on the adventure. This time they were off to 2700’ Table Mountain, a 
rarely climbed peak in the middle of the White Mountains. This is one of Uncle Lime’s favorite hemlock forests and 
it afforded the group dense shade on what would turn out to be a hot day. The group turned one part of the 
journey into a silent hike so the campers would notice, and appreciate, the sounds of nature around them. Near 
the bottom of the mountain was a stream with a pool; this offered the boys a secluded swim stop. The counselors 
remarked about how well each of the boys handled the climb, and enjoyed the trail’s natural beauty and the swim.   
 

Work in the activities continued throughout the end of first session and into the beginning of second session. To 
receive the Chipmunk pin award, the boys have to earn Chipmunks in swimming, canoeing, campcraft and four 
other activities of their choice. To earn those specific Chipmunks, campers need to complete basic requirements in 
the activities, showing that they are proficient with their skills. To receive the Beaver pin a camper needs to 
continue working hard, showing more advanced skills in five of the activities. To reach the Eagle designation, a 
camper needs to exhibit a very high level of skill in three of our twenty activities. I look forward to awarding many 
more pins in the coming weeks as the boys that have just arrived have a chance to work on more and more 
requirements.  Great job, boys!!! 
 

Chipmunks – Isaac Greenwald, Henry Hoffman, David Steinbrick, Ryan Hays, Lee Huffard, Ike Dutton 

Beavers – Ward Jenkins, Eli Shifrin, Corliss Ordway, Lee Huffard, Caden Southworth 

Eagles – Renzo Martinez, Ward Jenkins, Eli Shifrin, Corliss Ordway, Lee Huffard 
 

A big shout out goes to Renzo Martinez for earning the first full Eagle in Junior and all of camp!  Renzo, along 
with a few others, now plan to continue demonstrating their skills in all activities here in Junior by attempting to 
get Chipmunks and Beavers in everything offered. As this feat is incredibly rare, the boys have set quite a 
challenge for themselves. 
 

The work of Tent 7 during tent work, rest hour and lights-out garnered the group top honors as the 
“Best Tent”, and the resulting lodge that goes with the award. Ryan Hays bridged the gap between first 
and second half, providing leadership to the new boys that joined the tent group. We’ll now have a full 
week with the new campers to see if Tent 7, with the help of Uncle Drew and Aunt Laura, can hold on 
to the coveted top spot, a position envied by all campers. 

 

As I conclude this of the Junior Times, I hear the laughter, excitement and the excited screams of the boys at free 
swim, free time activities, and snack shack. Another canoe trip and mountain trip is preparing to leave tomorrow, 
and we look forward to the results of a baseball game this afternoon. Once again, thank you for sharing your sons 
with us this summer. For those that have departed, we’ll see you next year. For those that are with us now, we 
look forward to a fabulous three weeks. It is a pleasure and privilege to work here on the shores of Moose Pond 
with such an outstanding staff and such enthusiastic boys. 
 

Uncle Jim Morse 

Junior Unit Director (Wi 1982-1989, 1991-1995, 2008-2016) 

The BAT 1991 
 
 
 


