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senior NEWSLETTER 

July 17, 2016 
 

Greetings from the shores of Moose Pond and the season of the 109! As incredible as it sounds we are 

approaching mid-season, but based on the pace the boys are keeping, you would never know as this was our 

busiest week of the season. We have a lot to get through so get a cup of coffee and sit back. But, before we get 

rolling I want to give you an update on the master chart. There has been a lot of action in the realm of the 

activities with a number of new Merits being given out. Congratulations to Andrew Buckley, Mason Canon, 

Agustin Cordero, Nicolas Cuenca, Reiland Dominque, Peter Fulweiler and Maui Quirch! 
 

As promised last week we will start with the Rifle match and the Basketball tournament that did not make it into 

last week’s newsletter: 
 

On Thursday, July 7th, Senior Winona Riflery faced off against Camp O-AT-KA. Will Ansaldi, Nick MacConnell, 

Elijah Rosen, Carter Hawkes, James Thompson, George Stephan and Parker Wright each demonstrated 

their honed accuracy and talent with their rifles. Eli, George and Parker were Winona’s highest 

marks with scores of 88, 83, and 82. In the end, the opposing team took the victory with an overall 

score of score of 440 to Winona’s 411. The display of sportsmanship and competitive spirit by the 

Winona riflemen was outstanding, and Uncles Cam Delo, James Curtis, Kyle McLaughlin and 

Cousin CIT Jack Allsopp could not be more proud of the Winona team. 
 

On Saturday morning the Senior Winona Hoops team set out for the annual Camp Indian Acres basketball 

tournament. The team was coached by Uncle Niko Brattke and consisted of Charlie 

Ngoal, Dierhow Bol Bol, Peter Fulweiler, Will Virden, Finn Stubbs, Zach 

Targoff, CJ Pippin and Patrick DeMatteo. The first game was lined up against the 

hosting team and to say they enjoyed a home-court advantage would be an  

understatement. Both teams came out playing with intensity and passion. Our campers 

worked hard throughout the first game and it was close going into the last minutes. 

Ultimately, both physical and mental fatigue lead to the game slipping away and a 

Winona loss. Unfortunately, Winona’s next game was scheduled to take place just 15 minutes after the conclusion 

of the first. Although clearly the superior team, the fatigue from the hard-played first game became a factor and 

our team suffered a heart-breaking defeat when the potential game-winner shot bounced off the rim as the buzzer 

sounded. Although disappointed by the two losses, everyone was more than happy to return to the beautiful 

shores of Moose Pond.  
 

Now on to trips! In addition to some rock and kayak trips scheduled to go out, the week began with the departure 

of two of Senior Winona’s signature events: the 8-day Allagash and the Adirondack Exploratory Adventure. Here to 

tell about them is Uncle Harry Trask for the paddlers and, as always, Uncle Alex Fobes for the mountaineers.  

The 2016 Adirondack Exploratory Wilderness Adventure departed Monday for the wilds of northern New York 

state. Veteran driver and former BAT Uncle JK Purtzer brought Uncles Alex Fobes and Ned 

Berube along with campers Jackson Codd, Patrick DeMatteo, Dan Krause, Eli Rosen, 

Oliver Vasconcelles and Dan Weeder through the White and Green Mountains to the Grand 

Isle Ferry across Lake Champlain and finally Adirondack Park, home to the only mountains in the 

eastern United States not geologically part of the Appalachians but rather a southern extension 

of the Canadian Shield. South of Lake Placid from Adirondack Loj (a historic building) the 

trippers began their expedition, passing Marcy Dam and clambering around Avalanche Lake on 

its famous hitch-up matildas--log bridges drilled into the walls of cliffs lining the lake--before finding their first 

campsite. Following a wholesome steak fajita dinner, the campers learned and practiced proper food storage 

procedures in black bear country. 

Tuesday started with an exciting scramble up Mount Colden's celebrated Trap Dike, 

where our adventurers encountered just a bit too much water to permit safe passage 

upward, and then judiciously chose to spend the afternoon luxuriating in the pools of 

the splendid Opalescent River. 
 

 

                                         (Over for more news!) 
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On Wednesday Winona's hikers reached the summit of Mount Marcy, the tallest peak in New York state and sixth 

highest in the northeastern United States at 5,344 feet, reveling in the outstanding panoramic views from its rocky 

top. That night in Panther Gorge they persevered admirably through a thunderstorm before resuming their 

adventure Thursday around the remote, less-traveled side of the Great Range, traversing a forest with a fine 

beech canopy and cooling off in the scenic cascades of Shanty Brook. 

Ascending the dramatic ridge linking Sawteeth and Gothics on Friday for their final climb of 

the trip, the boys enjoyed spectacular views, especially from the astonishing crag of 

Pyramid. Descending steep slabs, they marveled at the traction afforded by the unusual 

Adirondack rock. By night five, the campers were pitching their tarps like inveterate 

outdoorsmen, with no need whatsoever for any counselor assistance. 
 

On the last day, as they greeted their punctual pickup driver, former BAT Uncle Nick Rich, the hikers, now adept 

at the art of outdoor living, were ecstatic at having explored a range of mountains theretofore unknown to them. 

Duly impressed by the boys' performance, Uncles Ned and Alex finally would like to extend a very special thank-

you to Uncle Phil Clough (Wi 1963-2015), the inspiration for this terrific mountain trip. 
 

 

On Saturday, campers returned from the illustrious eight-day canoe trip to the Allagash Wilderness Waterway. 

Campers William Ansaldi, Rishi Goel, Jal Kouk, Jackson Libby, Derek McDonald, Eduardo Perez Ortiz, 

Jacob Shoshan, Ingimundur Sigfusson and Parker Stair went out with Uncles Bruce Allsopp, Harry 

Trask and Miles Littlefield into the North Maine Woods, experiencing the purest example of the Wild that 

Winona can offer to a young soul. The Allagash trip has provided generations of campers not only with a manifold 

increase of skills in canoeing, general trip etiquette and comprehension; the Allagash trip, by its sheer length of 

time has provided these same campers with a more intimate union with the natural world than time spent in-camp 

can offer. For both counselors and the campers, the Allagash always effects a change in each one of us. 
  

The 2016 Allagash expedition finds its rank among the finest of Allagash trips. Though three of the 

days were met with inclement weather, the spirit of the group of men and the remaining days of 

sunshine gave this trip a true composition. In the first two days, the group traversed perhaps the 

most difficult portion of the route, across three of Maine’s largest lakes: Chamberlain, Eagle and 

Churchill. Met with wind and rain on both days, the campers toughed it out only to be met with a 

gorgeous sunrise on the third day at Scofield Point on Churchill Lake, before setting out upon the 

actual Allagash River. At the end of Churchill Lake the group came within twenty feet of a bull 

moose eating his morning vegetation, whereupon they decidedly named him “Winston”. The campers then set 

upon the exciting Chase Rapids, which marks the beginning of the Allagash River. This 

year the water level was exceptionally high, which was encouraging given Maine’s rather 

dry winter. The rest of the trip was done on mostly river, with the exception of Umsakis 

Lake and Long Lake. Along with some other moose sightings there were many bald eagles 

and hares that the group came in contact with. 
 

Traversing 100 miles in eight days is no easy task and this year’s selection of stalwart gentlemen handled 

it swimmingly. Backed by a hearty menu planned by Uncle Bruce, the men found the stamina to power 

through the days (and some of these days were quite long). This second canoe trip of the summer has 

shown bright upon the 2016 Senior Canoe Trips Program. 
 

In addition to these two annual tripping giants, a good number of other shorter trips also went out this week. 

While all of our trips are noteworthy it should be mentioned that the first ever, “never been done before,” SUP 

(Stand-Up Paddleboard) overnight to Newt’s Isle went out as well. Here are the reports: 
 

On Monday, Winona’s first ever Stand-Up-Paddleboard (SUP) overnight trip departed from the sunny shores of 

Senior Winona and arrived on Newt’s Isle, named after the father of the one and only Uncle Al Ordway, after a 

pleasant 45 minute paddle. Uncles Will McCarthy and Niko Brattke led staunch and true 

campers CJ Pippin, Charlie Ngoal, Dierhow Bol Bol, Jakob Brattke, Robin Nizou, 

Brandon Fields, Oliver Moss and Ned Kolva on this legendary trip to the gorgeous island 

on Moose Pond. They enjoyed panoramic views of the lake and Pleasant Mountain, explored 

the wilderness of Newt’s and ate five-star meals throughout the trip. Laughs were laughed, 

feasts were feasted and paddle boards were paddled on this first-ever overnight SUP’ing trip. 

 

On Tuesday, Seniors Jack Morse, George Boulukos, Parker Wright and Intermediates Sam Marwill and 

Owen Keegan went rock climbing at Square Ledge. From the Pinkham Notch Center at the base of Mount 

Washington they scaled a short but demanding approach to the cliff-side, where they were met with great views 

of Mount Washington and the Presidential Range. They climbed throughout the morning and challenged 

themselves with a 5.8 route known as The Brain. With Uncles Sammy Jones, Eric Rawn and Andrew Hey, 

they rocked hard and then returned to the road for lunch and a much-needed swim in Fryeburg at the Saco River 

before heading back to camp. 
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Also on Tuesday, Uncle Ben Farrell led Senior campers, Connor Owen, Ignacio 

Galvez Pineda, Andres Hubsch and Sebastian Jose Vila Cestero on a white water 

kayaking trip to Steep Falls and Limington Rips on the Saco River. Upon arrival to the 

first section of river, the four Senior boys stepped up the task and assisted the Inty 

campers to carry their kayaks down to the water’s edge. Once on the river, the boys 

developed their skills on moving water learning to cross the flow with a ferry glide and turning into the flow with a 

break out.  

After mastering the skills, they had the opportunity to kayak over Steep Falls. Andres and Connor decided to give 

it a go. They portaged the kayaks up river and got back into the water. After instructions, the kayakers left the 

eddy and ferry glided to the far side, the line they had to take down the river. One by one, they followed Uncle 

Ben down the river towards the falls and successfully rocketed off the ledge and landed upright with a big cheer 

and smile.   

After regrouping they headed for lunch and made their way down to Limington Rips, the 

second section of the river. Back on the water the boys had the opportunity to put the skills 

they learnt earlier in the day to practice and running a much longer section of rapids with 

various waves and holes to negotiate on the way. The campers did an excellent job and 

should be commended for their positive energy and teamwork while helping the Inty campers. 

Well done boys! 
 

On Thursday, Uncles Sammy, Drew and Milo led a group of staunch and true campers back up 

to Square Ledge for a day of inter-unit climbing. Along for the climb were Senior campers Will 

Thompson and Reiland Domingue accompanied by Inty campers Ben Libby, Owen Keegan 

and Sam Marwill. It was hot and humid but the clouds stayed around to give some protection 

from the sun’s rays. The group started the day with a short lesson and demonstration on setting 

natural anchors and as soon as the anchors were set, the climbing began. The ever-steady Chimney 

route was a good warm-up and practice for the challenging Brain route. Many first top-outs were 

had on the Brain while others climbed the route for the first time. After all the strength had been 

left on the rock, the group headed over to the cool and refreshing Saco River for a relaxing swim and beach time. 

A good day was had by all, and the group arrived safe and sound back at Winona in time for dinner. 
 

On Thursday morning, the Senior kayakers drove to Popham Beach State Park for the annual surf-sun-beach-bbq 

extravaganza. The paddlers forged their way through the oncoming waves, with winds whipping the small rolling 

sets into a white capped spray. Past the sand bar, the waves cleaned up and Aleco Sanchez, Maui Quirch, 

Andres Hubsch and Ned Kolva started a clinic on big wave surfing. After they satisfied their appetites for 

adrenaline the boys headed to Hermit Island Campground and set-up the tents. Zach Targoff helped Uncle 

Andrew Hey cook-up some steak fajitas and Ben Nigrovic showed the team what a quality s’more was really 

made of. As everyone was getting into bed, a thunderstorm rolled through affording the group a light show that 

did not disappoint. Lucky for them, next day, which began as a quiet misty-filled morning in the trees, soon 

blossomed into a crystal clear day with blue skies and plenty of sun, sand and more surfing for the boys of 

Winona. Tired and hungry at day’s end, the crew jetted back to camp just in time for a pasta dinner and for our 

Senior campers, a quick trip down the lake for an evening program with our sister camp, Wyonegonic. 
 

This past Friday, Harry Chadwick, Nick Davidson, Andrew Buckley, Parker 

Wright and Carter Hawkes took on Highland Mountain Bike Park on a great day trip. 

Led by Uncles Ben Stonebraker, Luch Bol Bol and Kyle Gike, the Winona boys 

sharpened their skills in Central Park before heading onto the mountain. The ride up the 

chair lift was full of mixed emotions for campers and counselors alike. Cousin CIT Alex 

Sexton provided experienced knowledge of the trails. The first run down the mountain 

served as a practice run so that our group would have no surprises in the later runs down 

the mountain. The first run included Cat’s Paw, a fluid trail with massive berms and pump 

sections. From Cat’s Paw, the crew took Cat Scratch Fever to Meadow’s End in order to 

make it back to the lift. After this first run, moral was high and The Highland Mountain Bike Trip had officially 

begun. The second run included Easy Rider down to the van for a lunch break that was enjoyed by all. After lunch, 

the squad split up in order to ride different trails with different difficulties. At the end of the day, the troops piled 

back into the van disappointed that they had to leave, but also excited for the Wyonegonic play that night.  

(Over for more news!!) 
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Finally, on Saturday, Uncle George Fowlkes and special guest Uncles Will McCarthy led 

campers Charlie Sullivan, James Thompson, Gus Edwards, Tyler Southworth, Brandon 

Fields, Oliver Moss, CJ Pippin, Dylan Rosen, Harry Chadwick, Robin Nizou, Connor 

Owen, Christian Sweeney and David Wallace up the spectacular North Peak of Burnt 

Meadows Mountain in Brownfield, Maine. They stomped to the top of the 1,575 foot peak in just 

under an hour, an extremely fast pace due to the boys incredible determination and 

perseverance. Once atop the rocky peak, the boys enjoyed a beautiful moment of silence to appreciate the 

astounding views of the surrounding mountains. After a leisurely decent from the peak, the group drove to a 

beach on the Saco River where they feasted on some delicious Italian sausages, cooked to perfection by Uncle 

George and his charcoal grill. The boys were feeling extra adventurous and then drove to the Swift River, where 

the kids swam in the rapids and relaxed on the warmed-by-the-sun rocks. All in all, it was an outstanding trip!  
 
 

And that’s it for the trips . . . 
 

Somehow, in and amongst the tripping events, the sports teams also find time to practice and compete. I am not 

quite sure how the coaches get it all done but get it done they do! Here are the updates. 
 

On Monday morning Winona swimmers went to Camp Micah to swim in a meet against 

four other camps. Senior Winona was well represented with the lightning fast swimming of 

Nico Cuenca, Ignacio Galvez Pineda and Aleco Sanchez. All three swimmers 

competed in individual races placing better than third in all of their heats. Aleco showed 

his impressive swimming skills by competing in the toughest race of the day: the individual medley. All three 

Senior swimmers, with the addition of Inty swimmer Ben Libby, combined their skills to place second in the 200m 

freestyle relay. The morning was a success as the swimmers were rewarded with cold slushies before heading 

back to camp. 
 

Also on Monday, Senior and Intermediate Winona participated in the annual Camp Takajo Climbing Competition. 

Seniors Reiland Domingue, Nick Davidson, Parker Wright, and Andrew Buckley were accompanied by 

Intermediates Copper Dutton, Sam Marwill, and Alexander Barinsky. They each completed four climbs on 

the hosting camp’s tower, competing individually and as a team. The competition featured two technical overhang 

routes and a chimney section, all requiring creativity and advanced technical ability to complete. Everyone 

challenged themselves and climbed well, and although Winona didn't return with a trophy, Cooper placed first 

individually for his age group! 
 

On Wednesday, the Senior tennis players traveled to Camp Indian Acres (IA) for another 

attempt at victory in their annual tournament. Facing off against Camp Wigwam and Camp 

Robin Hood, the boys came out with a strong showing of heart and effort. Lead by Uncle Sam 

Stone and honorary coach Aunt Stanzi Littlefield, campers Zach Targoff, Will Virden, 

Finn Stubbs and Troy Rigby took to the court along with CITs Paul Bondet and Rafael 

Sanabria. In Winona’s first appearance in the round robin tournament, we were able to split 

games with IA, only falling 3-2 due to a forfeited match. Zach and the doubles pair of Will and Paul were able to 

take control early on in their contests and reel-in victories. With a significant time delay and favorable weather, 

the team made a pit stop to a nearby riverbed to relax and talk strategy. Against Camp Robin Hood, our squad 

struggled against their strong team in all facets of the game, with our only win coming from Zach. In a tough 

position going into the final round the boys took 4 of 5 matches against Wigwam. This vaulted Winona into a third 

place finish. Stanzi safely returned the “chariot” van back to the shores of Moose Pond. 
 

On Thursday, the Winona-combined Senior/Inty Archery team travelled to Camp O-AT-KA to compete in their first 

tournament of the season. The Senior squad consisted of Jakob Brattke, Charlie Sullivan, Robin Nizou, 

Sebastian Jose Vila Cestero, John Benson and Will Purtzer. Mother Nature,  

decided that a thunderstorm must be wrought upon the match to prevent the campers 

from finishing their competition. The next day, Inty represented Winona in the 

tournament. The top scores for Senior in the seven rounds came from Jakob (132), Will 

(118), and Charlie (103), contributing to a total Senior score of 596 in the first seven. 

Uncles JK Purtzer and Kyle McLaughlin are proud of the team and their competitive 

spirit in their first competition. 
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Also on Thursday, Senior Winona ventured to Camp Wigwam to play the opposition in what 

was the first competitive volleyball match in Winona’s history! The staunch and true young 

gentlemen acted just as that; displaying grace and positivity throughout. While the team came 

up short, the overall experience was beneficial and provided an aura of excitement around the 

growing volleyball program at Winona. Seniors John Benson, Sebastian Jose Vila Cestero, 

Miles Brown and Ross Klipp-Kaplan used tenacity while serving, supported by Jakob 

Brattke, Daniel Roque, Dylan Rosen, Robin Nizou and Nico Cuenca who displayed 

strong net play. The match provided both entertainment as well as great competitive spirit from both sides. While 

Winona does not have another scheduled volleyball match in the 109th season, the boys will continue to improve 

their skills in hopes of victory next summer. It was a pleasure for coach Uncle Conor Ingari to lead these boys. 
 

Continuing the busy Thursday, Uncles Jas Spearman and Nick Giunta led the Winona Sailing team to the 

shores of Lake Sebago to participate in the annual Camp O-AT-KA Regatta. Considering the lack of strong wind 

experience the boys performed nicely showing excellent sportsmanship and some real focus as they dealt with the 

extremes of wind & chop on Sebago. Aided by the steady hand of crew Gus Edwards, new skipper Jack Morse 

had a fantastic day of hands-on-learning with a third, fourth and sixth place finish. Skipper Peter Fulweiler, 

aided by crew Tyler Southworth had a great start to his first race and carried that momentum all the way to a 

first place finish. Overall, it was great experience for the boys as they gained valuable racing experience in their 

first regatta of the year. 
 

This Friday, Senior campers Ivan Shabalinov, Ross Klipp-Kaplan, Peter Fulweiler, 

Fabricio Moreno, Jacinto Pichardo Vila, Luis Hernandez, Nico Cuenca, Jakob 

Brattke, Stephen Lamont, Troy Rigby, Jack Morse, James Thompson, Dierhow Bol 

Bol, Pablo Roca and Daniel Roque took a short trip to the soccer field on the east side of 

camp to play Camp O-AT-KA. From the start, the boys in green dominated play and 

constantly pressed forward toward our goal. While the possession was hard to come by, the 

Winona team fought to create scoring chances but were unlucky in front of the goal. Winona 

grabbed a fortuitous goal midway through the first half and gathered confidence as time 

went on. But the outlook wasn’t bright for the Winona 11 that day: the score stood 3-1 with one half more to play. 

Hope was rescued shortly after the break, after a link-up play and a lofted through-ball put Stephen in on goal. He 

calmly finished off the move with a delicate chipped header over the oncoming goalkeeper. Peter became more 

incisive as the games went on, bossing the game from his roving midfield position. The Winona intensity finally 

showed when Nico knotted up the score with a great curling effort from outside of the box. With 20 minutes to go 

and the score tied, the game seemed poised for a grandstand finish. However, the luck returned to the boys from 

the opposing team, who dispatched two more goals before adding another at the end of the match to make the 

final score 6-3. The Winona team should be noted for their true respect of the opposition, the referees and their 

coaches throughout the encounter. All are credited for their effort as the team garnered a myriad of learning 

experiences from this match that will surely push them on to future victories. It was a pleasure for Uncles Will 

Banes and Conor Ingari to coach and referee them on the day. 
 

Finally on Saturday, the athletic week was capped off with the Senior Winona Archery Team’s match, at home 

against Camp Wigwam. The team consisted of both the new and returning faces of Will Purtzer, Sebastian 

Jose Vila Cestero, Jakob Brattke, Reiland Domingue and Ben Nigrovic. In a 

stroke of luck, the match was moved from 10 A.M. to 2:30 P.M., allowing the archers 

to shoot from the afternoon shade of the Winona Pines. The Winona bowmen had a 

great showing that afternoon, with the top marks through the 10 rounds coming from 

Jakob (226), Reiland (186) and Will (169).  Winona took a landslide victory that day, 

with a team score of 739 to Wigwam’s 608. The sportsmanship and competitive spirit 

that day was outstanding, and Uncle Kyle McLaughlin and Cousin CIT Nate Rich 

are extremely proud of the boys. Uncle JK Purtzer was driving the Allagash trip 

back to camp, but was responsible for much of the mentoring that resulted in this 

win, to both the boys and to Nate and Kyle, and was very proud of the team when he 

was told the results! 

 

(Over for more news!!) 
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This time next week we will have already put the First Half campers into cars and onto planes, 

trains and buses bound for home and will be in the process of acclimating and ramping up camp 

for the Second Half. I know I say this every year but man that went fast! It was a great week in 

the unit and it does not seem to me as though anyone has intentions of slowing down or letting 

any of camp slip away unappreciated – which is the way it should be, and always will be on the 

shores of Moose Pond. So, until next time, this is Uncle Clay, from his desk on the shores of the 

most beautiful lake in the world, hoping that your week is as excellent as I know ours will be! 

 
Clayton “Clay” Miles (1964-1974, 1976-1982, 2004-2016) 

The BAT 1978 

Senior Unit Director 

Fun Fact:  “Staunch and True” are in the lyrics of a classic Winona song, The Pines of Winona, and are often used 

in Winona Newsletters to describe our campers. 
 

"THE PINES OF WINONA" 
 

Let me stay 'neath the pines of Winona 

Let me sleep where the breezes blow. 

Let me live with the best old comrades 

That a boy ever came to know. 

Let me learn from the men who are with us 

What it means to be staunch and true 

Let me come every year, yes forever 

Tis the place for me and you. 

Editors Note: Your son’s unit’s weekly Newsletter may also be accessed online: http://winonacamps.com/welcome-parents/unit-

newsletters. Please note that in the weekly unit Newsletters, we focus primarily on out-of-camp trips and sporting competitions 

which are just a small part of the entire program here at Winona.  

    You can find current photos of Winona by visiting us on our Facebook page (Winona Camps – Maine). 


